
Roberto : I!ve ma "led you two copi es of my l etter about 
you new book. To t his ad ,.- r ess. Lr-t rc8 1: ri <"' -- • f 

• ECKERD qt 

~ COIJ,EGE 
P.O. Box 12560 
St. Petersburg, FL 33733 813/867-1166 

Dear Robert, 

4 November 1991 

Excuse the red . I'm trying to use up and old ribbon . 
Herewith a sampling of the pages from the three note-

books t hat were mysteriously resurrected from t he ancient 
past . I 'm not sure how many other similar pages t here 
might be , but I ' ll keep a sharp lookout . 

The survival of the .Mexican novel, 2/3 done in high 
style , was mi raculou8 • We expect publication about t his 
t i , e next year . It cover s a t hree- day t aurine festival 
in an imaginary Mexi can city , Toledo , in t he spring of 
1961. Calesero, Pr -, cuna , L r anzo Garza , GP.ston Santos 
and my t wo i maginary mano-~-manos , Leal and Gomez . Much 
hi s tory, much Mexico , s ome bullfighting. A l ong one . 

I was both surprised and pleased when toy told me ove1 
t he phone that you wer e thinking of reviving that idea 
you had years ago of using t he nianJl photogr aphs and 
remembrances of t he times we ' d worked together to present 
an i llus trated book about my wor k habits, as you had 
observed t hem. I must tell you two t hings : (1). Inm not 
t he one t o guess whether such an effort would be worth 
your whi e . I have my doubts , but t hen, I have doubts 
about everything , and sometikes it ~ays . (2) . If you do 
decide to go ahead , I 'd help your costs by s ending you 
f?5 , 000 as a pr oof of the high value I place upon the work 
you di d on Iberia . But I ' d send t he money only when I 
had assurance that you had a text, the necessary photos, 
and an assured publi sher . (I don 't remember Iberia with 
such hi gh affection t hat I want to waste my dough .) 

I shall be flying to Hawai~11fgr earl Harbor Day) 
and i n late January , I think it i s , for Australia . I 
could l ay over day coming or going on either of t hee 
trips, stonpi ng in Los Angeles . Or you could proposition 
the Princess Lines to take you aboard their ship when we 
sail Australi a- Yew Hebrides- J?iji-Austtalia . J hn Kings 
at U. T. Austin could he k:p arrange , if t he Company were 
attentive . 

Related by Covenant to The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 



4 November 1991 

Dear Robert, 
Excuse the red. I'• tr;ying to use up and old ribbon. 
Herewith a. sa.11pling ot the pages from the three note-

books that were mysteriously resurrected f'rom the ancient 
J)6.st. I'm not sure how J1UU17 other similar pages there 
might be, but I'll keep a sharp lookout. 

The eurviva ot t he Mexican novel, 2/3 done in high 
style, was mi.raculoue• W:e expect J')Ublication about this 
t i ,e next year. It covers a three-day taurine festival 
in a.n imaginary Mexi can city, Toledo, in t he spring ot 
1961,. Calesero, Procuna, L

0
ranzo Garza, Gaston Santos 

and my two i111&ginary aano-a-manos, Leal and Goaes. Much 
histoey, 1111ch Mexico, some bulltighting. A long one. 

I vas both surprised and pleased when toy told me over 
the phone that you. were thinking of r.eviving that idea 
you had years ago or using t he manj[ photographs and 
remembrances of t he times we ' d worked t ogether to present 
an illustrated book a.bout my work habits , aa you had 
obserred them. I must tell you two t uings: (1). I 0 m not 
the one to guess whether such an effort would be worth 
your while. l have my doubts, but t hen, I have doubts 
about everything, and sometikes it P!IYS • (2). I .f you do 
deeiae to go ahead, I'd help your costs by sending you 
$5,000 as a procf or the high value I place upon the work 
you did on Iberia. But I'd send t,he 11oney only when I 
had assurance the.t you had a text, the necessary photos, 
and an assured publisher. {I don't remember Iberia with 
such high affection that I .ant to vaste my dough.} 

I shall be f'l:,ing to Havait1lf3r Pearl Harbor Day) 
and in late January, I think it is, f or Austral ia. I 
could lay oyer day coming or going on either of thee 
trips, stopping in Los Angeles. Or you could proposition 
the Princess Lines to take you aboard their saip when we 
sail Australia-Nev Hebrides-Fiji-Auetr.alia. J hn Kings 
at U.T. Austin could hekp arrange, if the Company were 
attentive. 



1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Selected notebook sheets for VavraV 

Numbers bottom right 
first page 

Note: 'I'b.esx are hasty xeroxes of pages in a cheap Triana 
schoolboy's notebook. Number 7 shows what can be done 
wgeb care is ta.ken. And a real camera coul d do even better. 

The opening double spread of a six-spread report on the Miura afternoon 
in Seville, 1961. The photograph could not be reproduced in anything 
I might do with this corrida. (Page 6 shows how I plan to use this 
material in a notebook on the Mexico novel. No plans yet for publication) 

The second double spread of Limeno giving a fine pass. 
' The third double spread of Jose Julio, awkward but brave. 

F'ermin M rillo 's bull number 4. u 
A one-age note of Jose Julio's second bull, Number 6 of the afternoon. 

6. This shows how I hope to use the data in Number las a single sheet in 
in the tentative book about the riting of Mexico. The pen and ink 
segments will be quite legible when done with a camera and perhaps re-
inforcing in pencil if needed. 

7. Limeno's second bull, the page xeroxed with great care and lighting by 
John Kings to show what can be done even withoat a camera. But the 
notes you and I made in the corral are so perceptive that I think I 
may want to redo the page like Number 6, using the data on Page 8, 
which goes with it. I retype our notes: 

71. 585 est. 534. Jose Limeno. Vorral. Castano. Bery big 
handsome bull. Best lmoking of :tim lot. Seems to avoid 
all trouble from all quarters. Pairs with 121 for feed-
ing and occasionally with 64. Very tranquil in the corrals 
and indifferent to men. Probably fine bull. My choice 
because he will probably do very well with the horses. 

8. An a.tternoon 1s work with you at one of the corrals. Real bulls upper 
panel. Your and my construction of a rea9oma.ble string for my 
imaginary corrida. in Mexico. 

Notes ta.ken on the day you and John led me to the Concha ranch. You 
took t het fine shot of John and tf,e walking away, along t he toad 
mar ked on this map. 

10. Did you ever meet the great English traitor (says Rebecca West) Cabi to 
took the shot at a corrida in ¥Ja.drid. I can't use a phot o and would 
not care to spread dear Angus before the p bl ic. He fle,d to Spa.in a f ew 
days before the feds were to pick him up, took out Spani sh citizenship 
and never denied t hat he was a f ascist at heart ••• and a damned fine writer 
ablut bulls. I hope he reads the book John and I are doing. 



1·72. 550 est . 499 . Jose Limeno. Cal'ral. Black . Oef ini t ely 
the c ~mpls te boss of the canal. Very quc l{ and nervous. 
Can wove every other bull around as he wishe s except 55. 
Deter::1.ined ~o fight with 121 and if h e canot get to him 
wi l l ::: et tle for a brawl with 92. If neither available lvill 
.fi5ht ',ii th 64. Very sexy. Strong . Dan;:e rous in the speed 
of his -;;hrus ts. 

Tambien_ triclo -~ijtti,.;i~»; que· ., 
c9rto la orejll ·a au p~ero, de em•,. , 
bestida corta. Su.a pases por alto ' 
fueron de gran lucimiento. X _ ae~ 
ilrresto t'emerariamente en ·natua1.es, 
de_ pec~b y , der.echuoa, que .culmina-,... 
ron en ana estocada de efecto ful· 
_minante. El ·publico :pidi6 la oreja., 
que. el presidente, benevolo, fotorgo, . 
daido la · vuelta al ruedo. , El . toro, 
en··.cambio, ·nyo pitos . -si los toro~ 
mu~os lo• oy~- 4:.11-~ 

l-



64 . ~-:urillo . :5 30 . :.hort . Ce.rd.eno salp icado . rte ma to 2.l ourla -
dero. Sale suelt o fro ~ capes. FloJo a n d sure to be d ifficult. 
Cabe za t i rando ce,r a. s.rriba al fina l. Vara s ~·1rst, r ecargando 
ve r y ·.-re l l at h or se. ?~n ec ked h i m c1.own . Suelt o en lo::: c~e tazoa 
and ran ·.ra y e. from a ll <?.tempts at suerte . Se 51il.ndo recrga e l t or 
cabeza arriba. 1-Iae qu i te s i mpo s sibleo 3an d erille.s 11ery poor. 
Bull far fro::i. quiet. Fena (no tiene d -:decto except let : of fol" r 
Pie s llad lm·rered 1.1 is hea,d) . 3t.it t h e bull :.:.!3 l-1is -h e 2.d hish du r-
ing o ost of t h e mul e ta work . 29 r:ru l etaz os . E stoc2.ci o enter a , 
in sitio a n d con effecto . 

Vavra. Euch heavier than i-re had e.zpected. Less suave than we 
h ad hoped for . ~-:uch pm·rer, and in gen e ral behaved just a bout 

i.s we had expected. This was t he more unusual i n ...... t hat '.re c. id 
not have too r:iu ch to ::,; o ono 
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The Aiura Bulls 
Eighth Fight Seville 

1961 

35. 510 est. 4840 Fermin 1-'1urillo. Coral. :3lack brot L10r 
but muc~ thin~er than otber. LeEs . ac t ive. V:ry composede1-4 
but read y to a efend h inself a gainst. brother. _:jut when man 
e.ppeared, . shied of f quicklyo l:ot a s a ,:-: g ressive as 72, but 
othe rs respected him and moved o f f. '.,•/hen showdown cac e 
~11th 72, 55 d rove b i m or f repeatedly a nd f irmly . Fierce 
in s pa :::.-'rine; but n e rvous in wait in £5 0 ';leak rear leg s e.:'.'ld. a 
te nd e n c y to favor right rear one, Hhic ':"l r.,ay be quite weak 

I 
'-"'-~"-"~~~~~·•t...· ·--~ ·, - - - ··. ! 

- Fernnn M ·11 1 . . , un.1.0 ' tuvo, acaao, . el I 
ote mas s.oao. Por eso, a pesar de e·' 

el muchac~o eatuvo bien toda~a 
tar~e, por:fian.do con garbo, no obtu~ 
vo uo tnunfo com let A . . 
mero le ·fi· f. P P· au pr1-1zo - aena: con quietud a 
base de pases. coo la derecha asea· 
por alto, naturalea y de h, p . 
hando. con el d. .. pee o., aca-. . e una. media muy . pend1cular. per- i 
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__ ur:_::.10 0 ~~34 . Sl1or:: . lf e F~r o bra ;3a d.o . uic. ~ ot re~-~atar·. • 
lV8 in runnL1-: o:::-· ce.pes , 'ou'c, v s ry ea. :: in h i:1 :.l le :.:~s . 3hort 

:;.. :.?.n c ::s d e ce.~12 . • 3'i::.~st) ic slid o f f ~-ils bHc:-: , bull : 2::.. 1 
·m . Slo'.r L1 c2.,;)ot2 • . 3..;con:...:. p ie char :::_;ed f r c,n. lon :--: cLis tance ·o 
i fel::;_ ·fail•::; t!":,-L1 · ~·~ y, lrn:bs, then f:::11 9.3ain . ::'irst )2,ir 
c n deri::.ls o :e: :1a l f' t o 1,Lj:1t .::: iie onl-: . :3ull sin ~uerza on 

, ona·· 0 ~·1i· r rl ~, u 7 -J.., --e ·?.,.-, -0 <=>Q- · sn' a..,... 1olv :.-~-1 -""ta r · ,, .,_ ado·~ ~ ' oul '' • • __ • ..., ..L c,. - -'~-~ -~ J • --...! • ,~-'-"''·L, l ...: . c u. 
,,e 1,-;ork ed wi t :1 ;rea r cr.e . ·J:2.ke:1 hir:c '::-.crous h s lowly. Corta .) 
tal of 2 5 muletaz; os • .. :;dia est ocaa. 

vra o :?elt t:1e ;)u ll ca ::-:2 cut e :-:actly as predic-'c,ed c=i.nd oehav-
as He t.1ou:=ht it ·.vou:.1 Fl: 118 2tudyin;_:; h ills ~ Le s s 1·iea:c c=>.s 
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505 e st. 474 . J o s e Julio. CCJTal. Card e n a darlr . Bo b 
:es t h i s bull ve r y much. Se.y s it i,,, ill b e very suave i n 

1:1.rena. He i s a comple te outcas t i n t he coral, and every 
.e r-· bull f e e ls fre e t o fi5h t him. He r un s off and h i des 
·asy in oppesite corn e r . 7~ charges him a t every chance 
. s e e me t o g oad hi r:1 i n to f i ghting . Fine conf i gur at ion 
n o t n oticeab l y nerv ous a oout men. 

• ' wJ J, •~ 

-~ El portugues Jose Juli~ iuvo ver-
d_aderamente BU tarde .. Tiene "valor y 
tiene·_ una. gran . alegria. "Tiene arte 
tainb1en . . De la . conjugacion de estos 
tree factores result6 su doble ac• 
tu~ciqn valer_osa. que al publico gm-

. to mucho.--'Hizo Ullo abundante· de la 
_ea~~· que maneja muy bieii, eomo 
· estilista, en l"-,. dos_ toros,- A l~s-·dos 
los banderille6 ·e~poniendo mucho. 
Su _ prime~ .. -er.a : pegaj~ · y 

rip,!jlo .. s~ . ~vo)vfa peligroeamente. 
Pero Joie. Julio lo e~arco bien· y 
lo domino, . dindolo todo. La faena 
tod,a tu-v:_o ·emoeion.· y -por eso, . .- pe- . 

. ear .de que cl toro no cafa -incluso 
teniendo el eatoqil~ d~ti-o en SU 
totalidad+ , cuando ·dobl6, el publico 
le · o.to~cS la ~rej a. 

.. . 
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Julio . l.J.74. s ·:10:':"t. Car5.eno li s t on e r. trepele.6.c e-:1 c5te.no . 
: l i 1a ae r;re. S i n re oatar . Shies frorn cape to l s i''u . =.u stL_c 
1 lo s lace s o ?lo jo . Sn vras c o : he2d up . P ie sl i ppe~ ~nd he 
; hor se he.r d . Fe ll com i !r- R.1-.ra:/ ::'.' ro ,:-: h orse . l' ito s . Qu i t::o 
~i l e ru :1nin;::; . V0 !'y eff'9 ct i v e . :Sec on<3_ v~a . Luy corto , -::,u t 
) C~;:: 1:iell . Chi c uelinas a no. re oe,tando . ? 11,st pa i r al tor e 
'.r :-~ o , but to t :.:.e lit . 3e cond pe.ir to t ::.e ric ht . Tl1:Lr2 
.i!' bull -,:as de fend i n E. hi :-.rn e 1 1' , o~ t e;ood . Al e:u i ebro , ·1:i t 1·: 
·- toward toril. Short f~eana withou t f orcins bu l l too 

0 on lo'.' pases. T1:•o ayuda.d~ os por alt o i n. Hhic:n bu l l 
'.'t on r i s:C:t s i d e. On 8.yuda.cio por a l to e.~1:::. bu ll ca,::ie 
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72 . LL.:G n c . 499 0 Short . .!i! e :-:r o o r a z a cl oo En2 t~ed si:, r e ma t a r •. 
:-:s si t ant b l u f fin ?; o.t cf!]o t e . i~ot too s tron ,z . Er.1b i 2te ·.re l l. 
l' o o l<: vara easily 2.n d. l e f t ·:ri t h he a d h i gh . Stop ped sh ort. 
To o l:: five a t t a ck s a t h or se. 3anderillas re c u l a r, but bull 
ve r y :3.efensive vri th head h9 l d i1i 3h . (Take a f e1;r l Oi r :Jases 
a nd ente r t o 1'::111.) Lioen o r:;a.ve 25 pa.sse s , iJo tly mu l e taz o s . 
i as ses ::l e p e ch o u on t he e ar for i1 i m, but viiien t i n ti:le total,, 
faena 0:r i th buII :1.elpin;::; ':)e ca use of :: i s poer, ::mt ne ve r s uave. ,_ 
3/4 Gs t ovad o in g o od p o s itio:·1. On fe elL1c~ t h e s teel, the bull 
ra. to t,":-: e t abl e s a·:icl a cted ve r y r:mso. 

Va vra. Foll owed our spe cula t ions to a, T. Orne out EIB.s o Rnd 
ve r y d.an3e rous. Limenn fough t h i m rou :5hly but with courage o 

Z.very i etail 1:re spo t ted in co r rals u as substantiated in the 
r ing . 
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rm: 
·64. 5J0 e st. 530. Fer::iin i-i:uri l lo. Cor-·ral. Card.eno li(-d1 

keeps aloof f r om al others by ch oice , but is con stantly 
be in,::; irritated by the blac l{ brothe:Bs. Ve r y placid and 
'Je ll a dapte d to t h e corrals. Good confie;untion a n d lool 
b oth suave a nd p oerf ul. 

Hizo Caena -del mismo · 
iipo a au segundo.'·,awique~sin C9'al' 
del todo por falta de .empuJe ene~o. 
Despach6 de - uria . entera y d10 la 
vuelta al ruedo. · _ ,_ · ...... 

r-. 
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121. 490 e sto 420 . Jose Julio. Corral . Spotted b lac l<: and 
unite. Constantly tor::1ented oy 7 2 . Seem s to find reassur-
Hnce ·oy stay in<,: cloe to 71, T .. ri th Hnor:i he is conE_: enial . 
A lon:; , swa :.roG. c t: bull wi t h a pm·re rful head that r;:,ay 3 ive 
t r1 e ma taciors trouble . 
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The Miura Bulls 
Eighth Fight Seville 

1961 

In the Holding Corrals 

l"LDS 
55. 510 :pow:Mi,e our estimate. In corrals. Like brothers black but 
thinner than others. Less active. Very composed but ready to defend 
self against brother. But when man appeared, shied off quickly. Not 
as aggressive as 72, but others respected him and moved off. When 
showdown came with 72, 55 drove him.off repeate~ and firmly. 
Fierce in sparring but nervous in aiting. Weak rear legs and a ten-
dency to favor tight rear one, which may be quite weak. 

In the Fight 
l<.1<..u~ • 55. 484 po.unds. Fermin Murillo. Short. Negro bragado. Did not re-

matar. Suave in running.of capes but very weak in hind legs. Short 
in lances de capa. Slow in capote. Second pie charged from long 
distance and fell while trying for horse, then fell again. First 
pair of banerillas one half to right side only. Bull sin fuerza 
on second. Third pair defended sharply. Muleta( matador should 
have workedwith great care. Taken him through slowly. Corta.) 
Total of twenty-five muletazos! Media estocada. 

Vavra 
Felt the bull came out exactly as predicted and behaved as we thought 
he would while studying him. Legs weak as we predicted • 
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71. Limerio. 534. Short. Castano retinto. Salida 
no rematar and sale suelto de la capote. Can do nothing. 
Va.ras very fine, recarga, empujo, embiste. Knocked horse 
over three times, twice without taking va.ra. Came out _, 
head high and rushing throughbthe capes. Baderillas not ·;,.;.z:" 
well· d one because the bull was defending itself valiantl:Yc~ 
and was willing to run at anything. Mule ta (tore!Dle froIIf\ 
either side, long charge, but can also be fou g t cose up.)_':< 
47 muletazos-, - none of specual emotion but all with · cour-
a~e. Linkage faulty. :but: some work very close in indeed. · 
1/2 estocado and 4-ong time dying . 

Vavra. Muy noble, suave, sin peligor ninVJ.nOo Very power-
ful , in the varas. Probably the best bull of the entine 
f~ia. A miserable mistake that he did not have his ears 
vut. Taxidermist chose him as t he best bull for mount-
ing . Came out exactly as we hB,d predicted in the 
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fl. 585 est. 534. Jose Limeno-. · Corral. Castano. Very 
big handsome bL1ll. Best looking of bst formed of lot. 
Seems to avoid all challenges 72 and 55 by moving of: 
Avo11s all trouble from all quarters. Pairs with 121 for 
feeding and occaionally with 64. Very tranquil in the 
corrals and indifferent to men. Probably a fine bull. N~ 
choice oecause ~1 e will probably do very well with the 
:horses. 

71. Limeno. 534. Short. Castano retinto. Salida izquierda 
no rematar and sale suelto de la capote. Can do nothin5. 
Varas very fine, recar5a, empujo, embiste. Knocked horse 
over three times, twice without taking vara. Came out 
head high and rushing throughbthe capes. Bnderillas not 
well -done because the bull was defending itself valiantly • 
and. was 1.rillin5 to run at anything. i:illeta ( toreb>le from 
either side, long charge, but can also be fougt cose up.) 
47 muletazos, none of speclial emotion but all with cour-
a~e. Linkage faulty but some work very close in 1nde·8d. 
1/2 estocado and +ons time dying . 
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Vavra. l-luy noble, suave, sin pelic or ninL:-.1noo Very poi:rer-
ful, in the varas. Probably the best bull of the entire 
fFia. A miserable mistake that he did not have his ears 
cut. TaxiderE1 ist chose him as the best bull f or mount-
in r; . Came out exactly as 1·18 lw.d pr '..~dic tecl in the corrals. 

Leading Spani~h ~ritic:_ ~ast,e deci;-, que el til~il!lo, con 534, fue el 
mayor de la 1er1.a • .,._uiz11, ademas, fue el meJor torox dxlhkm de la 
feria. (The last bull was not only the biggest of the f eria but also 
the finest of the entire feria. ) 

~Ii chPnP,r: Did l oick I em? ~,'.a_ybe the .best ::,ull I've ever seen. 
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