Roberto: I've mailed vou two copies of my letter about
you new book. To this address. Iet me know if
at Teast one of them arrived.

ThA

4 November 1991

PO. Box 12560
St. Petersburg, FL 33733 813/867-1166

Dear Robert,
Ixcuse the red. I'm trying to use up and old ribbon.

Herewith a sampling of the pages from the three note-
books that were mysteriously resurrected from the ancient
past. I'm not sure how many other similar pages there
might be, but I'll keep a sharp lookout.

The survival of the Mexican novel, 2/3 done in high
style, was miraculoug. We expect publication about this
ti,e next year. It covers a three-day taurine festival
in an imaginary lMexican city, Toledo, in the spring of
1961. Calesero, Procuna, L ranzo Garza, Ge ston Santos
and my two 1mag1nary mano—a—manos, Leal and Gomez. lMuch
history, much lexico, some bullfighting. A long one.

I was both surprised and pleased when toy told me ove:
the phone that you were thinking of reviving that idea -
you had years ago of using the many photographs and
remembrances of the times we'd worked together to present
an illustrated book about my work habits, ag you had
observed them. I must tell you two things: (1). I_m not
the one to guess whether such an effort would be worth
your while. 1 have my doubts, but then, I have doubts
about everything, and sometikes it nays. (2). If you do
decide to go ahead, I'd help.your costs by sending you
$5,000 as a proof of the high value I place upon the work
you did on Iberia. But I'd send the money only when I
had assurance that you had a text, the necessary photos,
and an assured publisher.. .(I don't remember Iberis with
such high affection that I want to waste my dough.

I shall be flying to Hawaify%ggr Pearl Harbor Day)
and in late January, I think it is, for Australia. I
could lay over day comlng or going on either of the e
trips, stonping in Los Angeles. Ur you could proposition
the Princess Lines to take you aboard their skip when we
sail Australia-New Hebrides-Fiji-Australia. J hn Kings
at U.T. Austin could hekp arrange, if the Company were

attentive.
Related by Covenant to The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) j- ] ”
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Dear Robert,
Excuse the red. I'm trying to use up and old ribbon.

Herewith a sampling of the pages from the three note-
bocks that vere mysteriously resurrected from the ancient
past. I'm not sure how many other similar pages there
night be, but I'11 keep a sharp lookout.

The survival of the Mexican novel, 2/3 done in high
style, was miraculous. We expect publication about this
ti,e next year. It covers a three-day taurine festival
in an imaginary Mexiean ecity, Toledo, in the spring of
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and my two imsginary mano-a-manog, leal and Gomesz. Much
history, much Mexico, some bulifighting. A long one.

I wag both surprised and pleased when toy told me over
the phone that you were thinking of teviving that idea
you had years ago of using the many photographs and
remembrauces of the times we'd worked together to present
an illustrated book about my work habits, aaz you had
observed them. I musi tell you two thimge: (1). I m not
the one to gueass whether such an effort would be worth
your while., 1 have my doubts, but then, I have doubts
about everything, and sometikes it psys. (2). If you do
decide to go ahead, 1'd help your costs by sending you
§$5,000 as a procf of the high value 1 place upon the work
you did on Iberia. But I'd send the momey only when I
bad assurance thet you had a text, the necessary photos,
and an sssured publisher. (I don't remember Iberia with
such high affection that I want to waste my dough.5

I shall be flying to Haweif/1f8r Pearl Harbor Day)
and in late January, I think it is, for Austrelia. I
could lay over day coming or going on either of the e
trips, stopping in Los Angeles. Or you could proposition
the Princess Lines to take you aboard their ship when we
sail Austrslia-New Hebrides-Fiji-Australia. J hn Kings
at U.T. Austin could hekp arrange, if the Company were
attentive.
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Selected notebook sheets for Vavra'

Numbers bottom right
first page

Note: Thesx are hasty xeroxes of pages in a cheap Triana
schoolboy's notebook. Number 7 shows what can be done
wgeb care is taken. And a real camera could do even better,

The opening double spread of a six-spread report on the Miura afternoon
in Seville, 1961. The photograph could not be reproduced in anything

I might do with this corrida. (Page 6 shows how I plan to use this
material in a notebook on the Mexico novel. No plans yet for publication)

The second double spread of Limeno giving a fine pass.

The third double spread of Jose Julio, awkward but brave.

Fermin Murillo's bull number k.,

A one-age note of Jose Julio's second bull, Number 6 of the afternoon.

This shows how I hope to use the data in Number 1 as a single sheet in
in the tentative book about the riting of Mexico. The pen and ink
segments will be quite legible when done with a camera and perhaps re-
inforeing in pencil if needed.

Limeno's second bull, the page xeroxed with great care and lighting by
John Kings to show what can be done even withoat a camera. But the
notes you and I made in the corral are so perceptive that I think I
may want to redo the page like Number 6, u sing the data on Page 8,
which goes with it. I retype our notes:

71l. 585 est. 534. Jose Limeno. Vorral. Castano. Bery big
handsome bull. Best ldoking of xkm lot. Seems to avoid

all trouble from all quarters. Pairs with 121 for feed-
ing and occagsionally with 64. Very tranquil in the corrals
and indifferent to men. Probably fine bull., My choice
because he will probably do very well with the horses.

An afternoon's work with you at one of the corrals., Real bulls upper
penel. Your and my construction of a reajomable string for my
imaginary corrida in Mexico. )

Notes ta'en on the day you and John led me to the Concha ranch. You
took thet fine shot of John and.}% walking away, along the toad
marked on this map.

Did you ever meet the great English traitor (says Rebecca West) Cahito
took the shot at a corrida in Madrid. I can't use a photo and would

not care to spread dear Angus before the p blic, He fled to Spain a few
days before the feds were to pick him up, took out Spanisih citizenship
and never denied that he was a fascist at heart...and a demned fine writer
ablut bulls. I hope he reads the book John and I are doing.



499, Jose Limeno. Coral. Elacke. Definitely

-,'720 550 ecstoe
@ lste boss of the cormal. Very cuck and nervous,

the ccmp

Can move every other bull around as he wishes except 55.
Deternined %o flght with 121 and if he cmnot get to him
will zettle for a brawl with 92. If neither avallable will
fight with 64, Very sexy. Strong. Dancerous in the speed

snrustse

ef his

También triunfé <Limeiio», que B
cort6 la oreja a su primero, de em-
bestida corta. Sus pases por alto
fueron de gran lucimiento. Y se
arresté temerariamente en natuales,
dé pechd y derechazos, que culmina-.
ron en una estocada de efecto ful-
minante. El -piblice -pidié la oreja,
gue. el presidente, benévolo, ‘otorgé,

ando la vuelta al ruedo. El. toro,
en cambio, byé pitos —si los toros
muertos los oyen— en el arrastre.




54, Jurilio. 5350.  -hort. OCardeno salpicado. Rematc a2l burla-
dero. Sale suelto froa capes, Flofo and sure to be difficult.
Cabesa tlrando cara arriba al Tinal, Varas rirst, recargando
very well at horse. Xnocked him down. Suelto en loc cpetazoca
and ran wayafrom all atempts at suerte., OSegundo recrga el tor
cabeza arriba. l[de quites impossible, 3Zanderillas very poor.
Bull far from cgulet., Fena (no tiene d:zfecto except lak of for
Pice had lowered nis head). 32But the bull ke his-head high dur-
ing most of the mulsta work. 29 muletazos. Estocado entera,
in.-sitlo and con effecto,

Vavra. Luch heavier than we had expected. Less suave than we
nad hoped for. .uch power, and in general behaved just about
18 we had expected. This was the more unusual in~that we did
not have too mueh to zZo one.
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The “iura Bull;
Elghth Fight Seville
G

B k brotier g
2 484, Fermin lurillo. Corel. “%2;; composedy
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Fermin Murillo tuvo, acaso, el
lote mas soso. Por €80, a pesar de que .
el muchacho estuyo bien toda la
tarde, porfiando con garbo, no obtu:
VO un triunfo completo, A su pri-
mero le hizo faena con quietud a
base de pases con Ia derecha, pases
por alto, naturales y de pecho, aca-

pendicular.
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505 est. 474. Jose Julio. Caral. Cardeno dark. Bob
+his bull very much. Says it will be very suave in

rens. He is a complete outcast in the coral, and every

oull feels free to fight him. He runs off and hides

a7

'2.¢v in oppesite corner. 7z charges him at every chance
_ seeme to goad him into fighting. Fine configuration
not noticeably nervous apout men.

El portugués José Julio tuve ver-
daderamente su tarde. Tiene valor y

: tiene" una gran -alegria. Tiene arte
también.. De la conjugacién de estos
tres factores resulté su doble ac-
tuacign valerosa, que al pablico gus-
. t6 mucho. Hizo uso abundante de la
_eapa, que maneja muy bien, como
estilista, en log_dos toros: A los dos
los banderilleé exponiendo mucho.
Su primerb era muy pegajoso y

ripido. Se revolvia peligrosamente.
Pero José Julio lo embarcé bien y
lo dominé, dindolo todo. La faena
toda tuvo emocién. Y por eso, a pe-
sar de que cl toro no cafa —incluso
teniendo el estoque dentro em su
totalidad—, cuando doblé, el pihblico
le otorgé la oreja.
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Tu1'10- 474, Short.

2001 ston entrepels 1 C8LEN0,
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wlth head nlsh, Stopped short,
Took five attacks a e. Banderillas recular, but bull
very defensive with head h2ld hish. (Take a few low Dases
end enter to 1z111,.,) Iimenc save 25 vpaszes, mokly muletazos.,
ragses 49 peecho yeon the ear for nim, but vilent In the total
faena with bull helping because of 4is powr, but never suave. ,
3/4 estovadc in 5ood position. On feeling the steel, the bull
ra to the tables and scted wery maso.
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O 't
@rsuwo-

, bt

n

Vavra. PFollowed our speculaztlions to a T. Cae out mmso and
very dangerous. Limenn Tought him roushly but with courage.
zvery detail we spotted in corrals was substantiated in the
ring.
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6%{;@33;0}5’&.{530. Fermin Hurillo. Corral, Cardeno ligh
ke al i " E = 2 = ‘
Sinaem Ballaen e m L e
e1ns I e v the black brothees Very : =
well adapted to the e o A
= - = corrals. Zood c ~ e 1 E
holh e 51l er onfigmmtion and lool

- Hizo faena del mismo
tipo a su segundo, aunquesin cusjar
del todo por falta de empuje enemigo.
Despaché de una entera y dio la
vuelta al ruedo. . .
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le 490 esto. 480. Jo0se Julio. Corral. Spotted black and
wnite. Constantly tormented bty 72. Seems to find reascsur-
; by stayinz cloe to 71, with whom he 1s congenial.

A lonz, swayback bull with a powerful head that may give
tne matadors trouble
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The Miura Bulls
Eighth Fight Seville
1961

In the Holding Corrals

Kta
55. 510 pounas our estimate. In corrals. Like brothers black but
thinner than others. Less active. Very composed but ready to defend
self against brother. But when man appeared, shied off quickly. Not
as aggressive as 72, hut others respected him and moved off. When
syowdown came with 72, 55 drove him off repeatedy and firmly.
Fierce in sparring but nervous in aiting., Weak rear legs and a ten-
dency to favor tight rear one, which may be quite weak,

In the Fight
Kileay

55. 484 pounds. Fermin Muriljo. Short. Negro bragado. Did not re-
matar. Suave in running.of capes but very weak in hind legs. Short
in lances de capa. Slow in capote. Second pic chargeq from long
distance and fell while trying for horse, then fell again. First
pair of banerillas one half to right side only. Bull sin fuerza
on second. Third pair defended sharply. Muleta( matador should
have workedwith great care. Taken him through slowly. Corta.)
Total of twenty-five muletazos! Media estocada.

Vavra

Felt the bull came out exactly as predicted and behaved ag we thought
he would while studying him. Legs weak as we predicted.
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7l. Limeno. 534, Short. Castano retinto. Salida izoguierdal
no rematar and sale suelto de la capote, Can do nothinge.
Varas very fine, recarga, empujo, emblste. Knocked horse
over three times, twice without taking vara. Came out
head high and rushing throughbthe capes. Baderillas not-
well done because the bull was defending itself valiantly
and wags willing to run at anything. Iluleta (toreble from'
elther side, long charge, but can also be fougt cose up.)
47 muletazos, none of spectal emotion but all with cour-
Linkage faulty ‘but some work very close in indeed.
l%a estocado and 1ong time dyinge.

Vavra. Muy noble, suave, sin peligor ninguno. Very power-
ful,in the varas. Probably the best bull of the entire
fela., A miserable mistake that he did not have hls ears
gut. Taxidermist chose him as the best bull for mount-
ing. Came out exactly as we had predicted in the corrals.

§i
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71. 585 este. 534, Jose Limeno. Corral. Castano. Very
big handsome bull, Best looking of bst formed of lot,
Seems to avold all challenges from 72 and 55 by moving of:
Avolds all trouble from all guarters, Pairs with 121 for
feeding and occaionally with 64. Very trancuil in the
corrals and indifferent to men. Probably a fine bull, I
choice because ne will probably do very well with the

norses.

ac (7L

71l. Limetrio. 534. Short. Castano retinto. Salida 1zcuierda
no rematar and sale suelto de la capote. Can do nothinge.
Varas very filne, recarga, empujo, emblste. Knocked horse
over three times, twice wlthout taking vara. Came out
head high and rushing throughbthe capes. DBaderillas not
well done because the bull was defending itself valiantly
and was willing to run at anything. Iluleta (toreble from
elther side, long charge, but can also be fougt cahse up.)
47 muletazos, none of spectal emotion but all with cour-
age. Linkage faulty but some work very close in Indeed.
1%2 estocado and }ong time dying.
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Vavra. uy noble, suave, sin peliror ninruno. Very vover-
ful,in the varas. Frobably the best bull of the entire
fela. A mlserable mistake that he dld not have hls ears
tut. Texidermist chose him as the best bull Tor mount-
inz. Came out exactly as we had pr:zdicted in the corrals.

Leading Spanish critic: 3a§ze decir, que el ﬁitimo, con 534, fue el
mayor de la feria . -uizd, ademds, fue el mejor torox w=fixhkm de la
feria. (The last bull was not only the biggest of the feria but also
the finest of the entire feria.)

“Michener: Did I vick 'em? MYavbe the best bull I've ever seen.

74
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