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SCENES

The action of the play takes place in Duke Orsino’s house, on a street, and in the
home of the Countess Olivia. It will be played continuously with a fifteen minute inter-
mission between Scenes Eight and Nine.

The costumes for the production were constructed by Marilyn Butler, Sidney Derington,
Irene Wolfe, and their assistants from the designs of Welby Wolfe.

Settings designed by Welby Wolfe.
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About the play . . . ...

“Twelfth Night’ first appeared before an audience in 1601, at the
court celebration of the Feast of the Epiphany. Among those present who
saw the performance were Queen Elizabeth | and a young Italian noble-
man, Don Virginio Orsino, Duke of Bracciano, for whom the Duke Orsino
in the play is thought to be named.

“Twelfth Night”” was extremely popular in its own day, if we may
judge from the recorded performances at court. It seems to have escaped
the “rehandlings’’ of the Restoration. It was revived in 1741 at the Drury
Lane Theatre with Macklin as Malvolio and Mrs. Pritchard as Viola.

Since that time, ““Twelfth Night”’ has appeared with great frequency.
Although in Shakespeare’s theatre, The Countess Olivia was considered
the leading lady, the role of Viola has become the favorite of contempor-
ary actresses. Viola has been played by Ellen Terry, Ada Rehan, Julia
-~Marlowe, and Helen Hayes; to mention only a few who have done the
role. Critics have found in Viola a sweetness entirely comparable to that
of Rosalind in ““As You Like It.”” An actress must emphasize her brightness,
courage, and wit, which illuminate rather than conceal her wistfulness.

The singing clown, Feste, is one of Shakespeare’s best pictures of
clowning, and the ““charter of freedom’’ stated by Viola in Act |11, seems to
express the conception of the possibilities of the clown’s part which Shake-
speare held. Feste indeed has ‘‘wit enough to play the fool.” From his ma-
nipulations come much of the action of the play.

The role of Malvolio has become the most popular with actors. John
Philip Kemble, Sir Henry Irving, E. A. Sothern, and Maurice Evans are a
__few of the great players who have acted Malvolio. He is a responsible ser-
vant, well _thought of by his mistress, who would not have him “miscarry
for half het dowry’’ and later thinks him notoriously abused. These facts
have caused Malvolio to be regarded by modern audiences as a meritor-
ious man, cruelly humiliated by those who are jealous of him and his po-
sition. The virtues are no doubt there, but we have been disposed to forget
that Malvolio aspired to his mistress’ hand, which, far from being a natural
and admirable ambition, was a base fault in the minds of the Elizabethans.

In other words, Mavolio was thought of as getting just what he de-
served, especially when we are assured at the end of the play that he is to
be both judge and plaintiff in his own cause.
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