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Ik. 1. 

ORIGnt AlfD PERPEWATIOll OF :rHE PROPFoRTY IDEA. 

EYolut1on of the Property 14ea * . 

Animale of many apeolea recognize as their own and 

.111 fight for their dens, tood, and stalking or hunt-

lng srounds. Territorial prope;rt,. of the tempora~ nat­

ure is found among birds, aurocks. dogs, mankeyst llona, 

and unoivilized man. Certa.ln dODldstl0 animals are able 

to differentiate thelr mester's fields, vehicles, and 

porsonal belongings from those of others. ~hese 1nstinots 

are the result ot the struggle for self perservatlon 

bu't are not lleoessarlly a basis for eternal property 

oodea. 

Instinot1ve Development no' 8 Basis for 

Permanea:' COd8S. 

Ants 8ufte~ from laziness and retrogression when 

provide4 for ant ted b7 slaTes. Instinotive develop­

ment 18 not good 1n Ita self, simply beoauBe it ls. or 

has beoome 1n8t1notlve.~ BUmeroue examples of oreatures 

who shpre propart~ in a social way are to be found in 

ordinary animal life. . !'rom these examples it can be 

readi17 seen that variouB good and bad forms of lite 

* Letorneau aays, "Tendenoy of appropriation 1& 

dircct17 opposed to altruism. 

* Propert7 in a legal sense is not the thing it­

self but the right to 1 t. 
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.ur.vlve~ and t,e may oonolude that 8 mere survival does 

not mean f1tne88. Eecause oertain forma of animal life 

haTe hald sla:yes. it doos not ~;~ean that slavery 18 good 

as an eternal instl"7ution. From an anthropological 

standpoint. it is known that all human raoes have at 

some time undergone slavery. Yet to-day slavery is an 

institution o'f the past. Thus we reseon that animal and 

human institutions ohange. Propert7 among some prim­

atiTe. exhibit. lese deTelopment end foresight than 18 

to be found among oertain inverteb*ate. But, to oon-

elude, that a system of human government modeled upon 

lite 88 found in a hive ot bees, would be perfect. 18 

absurd. Neither would it be just or fair to assume that 

the gorilla in his Be1fl~hneBs and isolation, represents 

the idoa1 type, merely b~oauBe his kind have never ceased 

to exist. Human relationship must reaoh up to the plain 

o't reason, morality, a.nd justice. 

First Kinds ot Property. 

T:~ie things man gathered and :.oarded tor future use 

were possibly regarded 8.S pr,'perty. perhaps the \708-

pons and trinkets whioh primitive man picKed up or made 

for himself, and whioh he valued highly, were property 

aooording ~o his. idea. Then too, ~he game whioh oame 

as result of his prowess, and when he bartered for was 

allotted or fought for a wife, she was property. or 

rather was regarded as suoh. 

anthro ;lologic! 

Some time during man's 
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men who tamed them, Then as the floots and herds 

multiplied. oertain territory oa.e to be looked up-

on as the pasture ground tor the flocks of a taml.l,. 

or tribe. W1th the oOlling 01' elementary agricultural 

prooesses. the Idea 01' priYste property (not In land) 

was still further developed, because bl 8uoh prooesses 

the clan, tribe, or tamily became aettled; tba t Is " 

they now oooupied quite permanentl7 oertain definIte 

lands. Muoh land waa undoubtedly still held in oommon, 

but when the tribe divlded into clans and later into 

taml11ea, it necessitated aparoelllng of property. 

Again, a8 Boon as agricultural and animal huabandrl 

prooesses beoame effioient enough to sustain the 

oommunlty. dwellIng places were oonstruoted. As 

theee became more 8ttbetantl~ aDd per.manent. they 

began to be tranemitt.d to 4eaoentante. along with 

possible pereonal effecte. 

. LIttle property had been inherited among prlmltlye 

people. As 18 done to-day in certain primItl •• oomm­

unities, individuals aooumulating surplus propert7 

distributed it among their tellow tribesman. 

2eraonal effects were ,buried with the individual at 

his death or, later lett on his grave; probably eo 

that hie spirit oould make use of tbem if the, were 

n.eded in the life beyond. Perhaps some needy 

kinsman, finding them unused by the spirit. appropriated 

the. tor his own use. Gradually the idea ot assigning 

them by will, or the expressed with ot the deoeased. 

beoame customary_ That, In brief, Is our conoeptlon 
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of ~. aathropologioal developmentot the propert7 

Idea eapplemente4 by the 14e. o~ inheritance.·l 

Btteot ot the leudal System 

K&Q7 legal oonoeptions and present day laws 

reTeal the effeot of the teudal system. Oourt 

prooes8es with the aeallag ot papers go baok to 

the bar~n who oould neither read nor write, but.ho 

oould recogn1se the impression of a seal or signate 

Bk 2. ring. Bot only are our 1aw8 and prooesses of 3uetloe 

aftected by the age of teudalism, but many moral 

prinolples, derived from feuda11sm, 8UrY!V.. fhere. 

tore, in discussing the evolution ot property. it Is 

well to make a brief summary of the story ot feuda­

lism's effect OD property_ 

Among the earl7 SaXODa praotloally the only land 

privately owned was the spot in whioh the dwelling ot 

the famIly was located. Theflelde were held in oommon·, 

ancl were d1vided among the people trom time to time 

tor the purpose ot oultivation. Thia system, or at 

least oertain features ot it surviv.' in southern 

Hussia to-day. The syate.. alightly modif!ed, persisted 

in England from the AQglo Saxon oonquests down to a 

time ahort17 prlor to the .O~ Conquest. Thus W~ 

see prinoiples of feudalism had orept into England ba­

tore the Borman Oonquest. Atter the Normans and 

their Xing William oome, the system was applied 

throughout the whole ot England. 

In l084~ the great land holders met the king 

at lali.bury Flaln tor the purpose ot taking an 
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oatb ot fealty or homase. aoknowledging tba~ 

the, held their land. from William a8 Lord 

paramount. In E.ngland lU14er EDglia h law. tro. 

that da7 to thi8i land titles have b.een rega.rde' 

aa dar.l.,., from the king asd no title 1a Talued 

unless it oan be traoed to a grant tro. him. 

!hl. paved the .$7 tor a general tax by tbe tinge 

In order to .have a basis upon whioh to levI taxes. 

William ordered a sur".' or oenaUB of propert7 

made. Th1s 18 known as the Domesday book, 80 

oalled on aooolln~ ot 1 ts acoura te record of' holdlngs 

and property. fhls la1d a foundation fGr about aa 

Just a a18te. as oould have been deviaed in that 

day and age. The na.ber ot aorea of land. the 

number of oattle, sheep. and In taot everything 

ot value was listed. It oan be readily aeen that 

this was a very acourate foundation for an equitable 

sharing ot the expenses ot the government. !he 

14ea ot tangible property a8 a basia for taxation 

haa BUrTl?ed for hundreds ot ,.sua. AnA as an 

14eal has neTerbeell reaohed. eTen to-4a7. tor 

the expenses ot thegoTernment •• e are atlll 

dependent on tangible thlngs suoh as land or 

external~, apparent propert7. 

~he longer the lmmense eatate8 remained in the 

family ot the original holder ot the grant trom 

the klng, the more permanent they beoame. Finally 

all renewals from the kIng to deaoentants of the 

original holder were elimlnat.4 and estates were 

f 
! 
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pease' 41reot17 from ~ather to a148.t eon. DnriD! 

the re1gn of William and hie suooessors, the 
iJ<.t 

nobles shifted and oODtlnue4 to eblft the burden 

to the peaeantr, and sertee 

!he Baron like men ot all agee wished to 

oontrol this propert1. whl0h be had in time 

oome to look upon as hie O~ 901e an4 undis­

puted pose.seloD: eo be drafted tUld forced 

upon John the Kagna Oarta. After seouring tbl 

power to make law8, the English land holders 

naturall,. made them aooording to their own 

14ea8 ot rl~ht and wrong- In other worda, tb. 

14e.a of propertl propagated were tho •• favor­

Ing tbe ru11llg or domlnatlt olaas. 

Eng11shmen bave alw818 made exoellent yeomen 

and aturdl peasants bat ver¥ poor serfs. and 80 

the Id8a ot propert, in humaD form never developed to 

an, great extent. although propert7 conoeptlons 

were, of oour.e. favorable to the nObl11t7. Bear-

1; all tbe grants ~rom tbl king to territor1 in 

Amerioa oontain vestiges of the feudal ayetem. 

At least one 818tem of 14ea11Be4 feudalism wae 

Attempted in Amerioa.But 88 no ODe wanted to 

be a serf, and everyone oould not be 8 lord or 

baron, the Boheme ta1led. With the introduction 

of negro slaver1 a modified and extreme type ot 

feudalism grew upon that portloD ot Amerioa 

where slave labor waeprotltable. The emaDoip-

ation ot the negro d14 awa1 with tbis yestlge_ 



· Co_roe a8 a Creator of Be'll 'or .. of Propert~ 

It 18 probabletbat comaeroe baa done more 

thaD. anI' OM other thl.og to br1ns men and raoes 

111 touoh ~'1 tb one another. ~h. anoient l?bonioi8l'1 

oarrie' hie alphabetwlth hie dye .tufta, but 

more than this, OOMmeroe oa1184 tor a media. 

ot exohange and frequentl,. tble medI1l1t beoa_a 

new kind of wealth. ~h. medium of ear17 exchange 

was gold. ThIs, in the natural deTelopment ot 

oommeroe, opened a w~1 to the use of oertltloate. 

representing tbe bullion wbioh .Ten to-4al 1, 

ditfioult to transport. fbU8 1t 18 eas1 to 8ee 

how oommeroe oreated ne. forme ot .ealtb. 

Probably tbe tiret gre.t wealth was 111 shape 

ot tlook. and herdo. The feudal lMd holdings 

represented. new fora ot great wea~tb. and the 

oo.meroe of historio times produoed metohants 

wboae fleota *ere only bounded bl the unknown 

deep. Yet until reoent times the produoer ot 

managaoture4 articles remained genaral17 

onll •• 11 to do, 8ometi ... e.plo71ng m8D7 men, 

7et in no aena8 the possessor of vast wealth. 

tbe deyelopment of modern 1.D.4nstr7 le4 to 

the elimination ot the emaIl prodQaer. Tbe man 

wbose home was or stood near hie shOp oease4 to 

8xlat. ~he workman oeaa84 in time to own 

elther home or shop, or have aD,more than a 

temporar7 intereat in tbeae 81Dlbola ot oomfort 

and' hope. ~he workmaD ot the past oViIlad hi. 
TNt: 
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tool. and wae to a oertaln extent a oapltallat. 

As aUGht be Was not r88ar4e4 &s a mem_.r of a 

lower 8001&1 strata. 

Btteot of Indu8trial DeYelopaent. 

Yodern Industry has produoe4 a die tinct 0188& 

whioh OWDS the moet effioient lnatrumente in the 

produotion of produots tor tbe world's oonsumption. 

~h18 bas b .• en a oaU8a tor 8I'l4 was caused b.r the 

great worlA oommeroe o~ present timea. It muat 

be aokno"fledge4 that the ?lorkot to-day 1s done 

by aaeoo1atiTe methode. Thie 1s a direot result 

ot the invention ot maobinery. and due furtber to 

the tact that assooiative methode eaYe oost of 

transporting prodaots. Tbe s,stem as it exlate 

18 a result of 8 searoh for the· most efficient 

method ot material wealtb produotion. "Tbe 

taotory alat .. has led to a 8ubdlvlelon of "labor t 

but b.as undoubtedly lessened the artlatl0 and 

oreatlve tuaotlon among workman.· lew people to-daJ 

see ortaz. a prIde In tbe ~lnlebl4 product.; 

neither do they reoogniz. the value of wbat tb., 

produoe to sooiety. ~he prodactlon ot wealth hae 

ImmeasureablJ inoreased; yet while the worker 

ot to-da.y enJo18 1IW'lJ' convoni!JnoGa not knoVJn a few 

,ears ago. society bas, somehow. tailed to oompen­

sate him ful17 for 'he produotloD of tbis 8omo wealth. 

liae this aome as a result ot 8 general lack of a true 



conception of service and reward on the part ot 

society, or 1s it a result of unfitness on the part 

ot the wage earner? Answering the· question as we 

11&1. it 18 almost unnecessary to say that with the 

oOlling ot industrial development, new forll8 of wealth 

undreamed ot by the founders of our legal system, 

have arisen. 

Property la beld 1n a thousand forma to-day 10 

which it could not have existed '8 few 18ara ago. It 

is represented by stooke and bonds whioh oan be put 

in a safe. It exists in the shape ot notes and mort­

gages. Hence- 1t depends only on the bonesi7 of the 

holder whether he pays his proportion of tax. Vast 

fortunes, bound. up 1n the immense industries of our 

nation, baYe oome to bave aslar1e4 managers. The 

owner meanwhile. does not spend energy in the istudy 

ot oonditione surrounding.bieworkera of things 

whiob might better the liv~ng of the oommunity or 

leasen human cost of ~roduotlon. 

Neither haTe we 6S a nation cometo.realize 

the menaoe of the unoontrolled eegratlon of property. 

From a moral atand point, from the stand point ot 

rl~ht. shall eociety giye one man the control over 

the life of many? Stretch for all inat:- . .nae the 

-ld8aot land ownership. Should 8 man be permitted 

to aoquire land for himself and his ohildren? Do 

we not regard this as a good thing? Ye,. tor our 

natIon needs the baokbone of that olass at whom 

GoldsmIth speaks innis Deserted '.llage; 7et the 



.Lv. 

ver~ prinoiple of unrestrioted ownership may produoe 

a dreary country alde. ~here are individuals who 

own traots of land as large as Delaware or Rhode 

Island. Suppose this power of ownership should in­

orease. Do.e see the end? A few great financier. 

oontrol the finances and are the mone7 power of the 

nation. Soon they may regulate the industry and oom­

meroe of the world. Money power such as they possesa, 

was not conceived by the authors ot our common law. 

Ie it any wonder then, that a system based on prece­

denis, should find itself hampered in adminIstering 

Justlce? 

The problem of Inequallt7 oan neTer be BolTed. 

Men are born witb or wi thout a sound ph7s1que. Bo 

one hesitates to say that all men are not equal. 

Neither caB we hope eTer to attain perfect equality. 

But in that senee in which equality means the poss­

Ibility of making the most of what is in one; in 

the right to have health, parents, nourishing food. 

go04 milk. pure water and air, a chanoe for mental' 

development; this is. or rath,r should be, the 

equ.alltl of the ohildren of'the whole people, 

the laborer to-day needs all he oan produoe 

to provide for a limited family even in a meagre 

and simple way- To eave or accumlate property is 

either an impossibility. or is done at the sacrifioe 

of things necessary and essential to produotion of 

healthy bodies and mental vigor lnhis ohildren. 
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Are we to 8ey that tile maD whose famil7 1. oompr18e4 

of tlY.and whose wage Is ten dollars woekl,. oan 

l1ve on tbat sua and saye, exoept at a aaor1t10.· 

too great to be oon81dor.d~t For thi a mlln •. the 

, aCOWlltllatlon ot '~'1ealth 18 Hn impossibility •. 

fake the next higher 01aee: ~b8 man wbo mukes 

twent7 dollars a week. ~hoa. men find a better 

opportW11 t¥ for d.eY81opmea.t. 3tl1l to eave means to 

eaorillo.. The retention ot produoed wealth 1& 

alight. Professional men, Inventors,.and artiste 

do not pay tbe great human ooat tor the things the~ 

enJoy. and tor the1r savings, that 1e p~ld by tbe 

lower classee.In the1r oase t.be h.uman cost 1s 

small. Great fInanciers, whl1e1ndlvlduslly the 

strain 18 great, if Go.pared to masses of wealth 

s8gregrated it 18 neverthelee8 slight. ~he great 

inherited ~ortun. automatloal17 isolates more 

wealth than Ita owner oan use tor tbe neoessaries 

and laxur1 •• ot ltte. 

n8.elopment of the Idea of Inherltanoe. 

In the first plaqe the earliest reoords lett 

b7 olyl11zed man show that tbe idea of inheritanoe 

• ~h8 t·blrt7 million wage earner ot the 

Unlted states shoal4 provided for by some form ot 

8001al 1nsuranoe. 
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h84 evolved. ~h. s&yage aDo.stor ot tbe present 

Europeans probable le~t little at bis death to hie 

relatives. J~dglll$J our ancestors Oy existing prim­

atlves. It Is but naturnl. to think th.a~ ull land was 

beld In oommon and tell back to tae tr~bo upon the 

.death ot the holder. ~hle 1 des of ·inneri tOlloe 1s 8 

natural oonsequenoe of the desire on the part of a 

ta'tb~.:r to leave 8o •• ~h1ng to make tne lives ot hie 

ohlldren le88 atrenoua than his own. I~ f$ct.tbe 

Ter1 moti .. e wb1oh. preserves 1nherltanoe was the 

instigation ot It. so our belief in the right to in­

herit may lea4 08 beyond the 11~lts of rl~ht and' 

Juatloe. Ie there no 11m1 t to the 8..T1lOunt .hloh a 

man may aoounlulate and pass on to his dosoondanter·,* 

Should one be 11m1 ted by law when willing prop.~ty, 

or ehOtlld one be allowed to do as he pleases with 

bie own? Should be have th.e r Ip;ht to dispose as he 

wish •• of the propertl oreated. perhaps, b7 the 

toil of little children, or overworked and underfed 

men and women? May tb~ ovmer destroy it. burn It. 

or leave it '0 found palatial home. for homeleSB 

cate. or has the body polt tio. 'that protect It and 

a14e4 In its amaesln~. anythIng to 40 with its.dia­

bursal' 

*·Oarver of uarTard Oollege sa18 tbat no 

fortune should be passed onwhlon wl1l, at tllx pur 

oent interest •. ~lveBgreator Inoome than that made 

by the best proteselonalmen. 
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~be questIon 18 a larS8 one. In trance tbe &mount 

that mar be given to &D70ne not' a relative of the 

owner of the property 18 l1mited. 

It tbe 8001et, haa the rl~ht to regulate the 

manner in whioh fortunos mal be passed from one to 

anotbar. then how far oan we go in r8ad~Q8t1ng 

Inequsl1tl •• of wealth wltbont dostroying the 'eaire 

to work, to 'hink, to invent, and to create? Row 

tar haYe w. deTeloped a soo1al. mindY If 8oo1.t~ .ere 

to fix a 11111t. would a man work after be baA 

&ma8e84 the at1pulated amount? Would eduoation 

help to make him r8oo~nlz. social r8aponeib1:tlt7 

anA tho Talueot .his oreatlve, mental, scientifio, 

or skilled labor? 

Examples and 'arguments are ma~ on e1 tber 8148. 

JlaD7 men undoubtedly wou14 spend little onerg,. the 

ooraplate benefit of wbiob d14 not acorue to thr1l881ves. 

On tbe otber hand Germaal haa produoe4 tbe greaieet 

abe.loal marvels of the age, and moat or thee •• ere the 

work of men in the employment of the government, 

wboa. only financial reward waa the .• alar, and peneion 

the government. Oolo'nel Goethule baa done h1s work 

Juat as .• o11as be would have done It had nla ealary 

been ~~D1 tl~ee 8S great. 
I 

~he d1ftereDOe of opinion comes, then, trOll 

41atlnot conoeptlone of manta oharaoter. ~o know 

tbat human nature has e.,,01ve4, one .Deeds oDl7 to go 

back to the Viking who ooald dasb tbe brain. out 
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ot a ohild's bead and think nothing of it. 

It one studies oar savage anoestors, the Qonclasion 

1& inevItable tbat human sensibIlIties are beooming 

finer. Oruel and unmeroiful punishments baYebeen 

abolished. lluman slavery in the 014 senae is no 

more. ~ha question then arises, aan human nature 

go beyond what it 1s now? . Will the raoes approach 

the ideals of the Christ 8S the ages roll away? 

~he idea of brotherhood w1l1 adTanoe I believe. 

Tbe Ohrist emphasized the spirit of service. Kay 

l1otth18 ultimately replace some of oar oruder 14ea8? 

~he 1fuestlon ot inequality of wealth 1e the 

largest svolal question of the 4ay.* Sooiety 1s 

~aklng a new attitude towar4 the ohild. A child's 

horizon has been bounded and 1s let largoly bounded 

by the parente money. Eduoation and ability to 

travel are limited by eoonomio Qonditions. From 

the best available statistices. i~ appears that the 

number of very·rioh Is small •. A 8ignl~loant oond1-
, 

tlon is found in the fact. that the number ot 

persons in the well-to-do olass ie inoreaslng. Yet 

while there are tew ver'y r1eh. there are mall7 in all 

countries who are ver.Y poor ~ I'he minimum inoome to 

to be taxod in Prussia (1908) was equiTslent to about 

• Will the public ownership of utilities beoome 

a real1 ty or will SO:~le new and more perfeot scheme 

replace it? 
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~225. and out of 8 population of 38,000.000. the 

number ot taxable persona WBS 6,000.000. There are 
..... 

3.800 who had an income of ~100.000. 

The oonoluelons I 4raw from Bootbe statements 

are than the distribution ot wealth tends to be taper­

ing. The rioh are b~,oomiZlg rioher. T.he inoomes of 

the poor are rising. ~md a oomfortable middle OlaS8 

18 growing up. r·'n gl and is' in d~,ger of being swall­

owed up bl large land o~ner8. Present day rapid 1n­

oreases in wealth are a menaoe beoause ofthelr 

.norm! t1 and the development ot unfair methode in 

their aoqu181 tlon. But he doos no.t bring out the 

greater Idea, that true equality of opportun1t7 1e 

entlrel; lacking. 

Inborn d1f:t'orenoe come to nou~ht when we 

oonsider the ease '~vlth wi th an aoquired advantage may 

be maintained. 1'0 4a1 1 t requ.lres nei thor brain nor 

aD80le to keep an inherited tortune. ~he man ot 

possessions among primat1v8S \fas the leader, 'tbe 

warrior. the ekilled worker. Xo-day this 18 not truo. 

The average amall business man earns and deaerves 

wbat tortune be amasses. Uia profits, in the main, 

are due to suporior natural ability, but sooiety fro­

quently tolorates yea even bonors, the man who aoqulred 

hJ 8 wealth b7 dishonorable meW'ls. ;"~"en criminal 

oombination and graft have almost become respeotable. 

W111 it be well for 800ietl thu. to put a premium on 
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oorruptlOD' 1~7. bu.inees that tails d088 90, not 

beOal188 ita management.as lneffloient, but beoaase Its 

mn~er refused to a •• oorrupt methode. 

fh. aaat of to-da, 18 tbe oBet of .ealth. It 

w111 be a8 diffiouit to break dOWD ita tradlt10ns 

a8 l' baa been to 488tr03 the ?russlan autooracy. 

Soole', oan and.uet soon m041t, law8 maintaining 

aDd perpetuating Inequalitle. ot privilege. Inherit­

ano. produoe. cast and, tberefore, maat be mOdifIed 

firat. ~h.D soo1ety must make .ealth stand for some­

tbing worthwhile. All aorta ot opportunity sur­

round the rioh man. Soolet,. oo.gbtto mate 00041 tiona 

auoh tbat the holder of wealth represents the hIghest 

tlP8 ota lIt. ot servloe and aI.ani, llvlns. The 

opposite UDtortUDate17 18 oommonl7 true. Will it 

alwslsbe eo? Great industrie. reap more than a 

leglmate pro'flt. Oompetltlon18 unc:sontrolled and 

smull oompetitors are eliminated by unfair meane. 

Kor. tban all thi.a. unproduotive surplus goes to 

people who did not produce it. and are unable 

8ven to spend It right17. Luxurl .les wltb waate. 

Leisure beoomes a menaoe to 8oo1et3. It doe8 80 

when It oease8 to rest, stimalate, and train for 

•• ryloe. 'rlvo11 t7 haa attained a prestige almJst 

impossible to conoelve. 
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On the other aide of tbe balanoe •• e bave ml •• r7 

aD4 exoesalve toil. ~bere 18 no tIme tor thOtlght. 

reoreation, or ooola1 intercourse. ~hla means a lose 

ot produotive pO?/er. The •• ll-fed and .ell-oared tor 

horea, oow, or human be1llg oan produce more, but 1t 

i8 not all a ~~ucstlon ot produotlon. but ratb~!r in a 

broader Bense, a problem ot lrrelatlonal dlatribatloD 

ot 0 ~porturilt7 •. In Amerioa our tathers, if tbe7 were 

dissatisfied with labor oonditions went •• at and took 

up land. 10 lonser baa the government an unlimlte' 

patrimony to puoel out to Its oh.ildren, sohools. and 

to suoh grafting oorporatlon as may seek a mono ply ot 

Bk 19. ooal, zinc, oopper, 011 or some natural resouroe .llch 

God intended fdr all mankind. Yet the granting ot 

land to oompau1ea under tho guise ot neoded help tor 

new enterprises went to an astonishIng length and was 

until tbe recent oonsorvatlonmovement unoheoked. 

~o-da7 it requlrea great watohtulaes8 to prevent 

oorporations from obtainIng prlvnte oontrol ot power­

sites, water supp11es, and mineral lands. 

Another souroe ot modern fortunes lies in 

unearned.inorement. TO 111astrate. the land on wnloh 

the oity of He. York stands owes its value not to the 

atrenoU8 labor ot the original owner but to the .taot 

that people built immense struotures, pro'91ded water 

systems, lights, and fire proteotlon. In other words 



18 

tb •• alue of mucb 1aDi 'ependa 801e17 on tbe eftorts 

of people to mate their 8arroan41nga pleasant. sate, 

and desirable. Yet .uob wealth ot to-4., 18 the 

produot or a by produe' of unearned inorement. 

there 18 macb miser, 1n the world 4ue to Tar10ns 

oause •• and Dot tbe leaat 8tDoD8 them, 18 the UDequal 

di8tribution of •• alth. Kuoh ~tter1ng give. external 

ObJeotlYe ind1oationa of 1te existenoe and extent. 

fbe tixing of reapoftalbl11 t;v 1s preoarloQa 7-t tbe 

student of the situation maat oome to the oonolus1on 

that many teel the P8l1g8 of hunger whoee onl1 s1n 

18 that the7 are poor. lot on17 1nberaJltl,. poor 

nation8 sutter frOll pOYert7. but oOW'ltrlea rioh 

in Datural resoaroes haYe surrendered the birtb rl~bt 

of tbe man,. to tbe layored tew. tbere 1s evident Deed 

ot a new demooraoy and a 8001&1 oonsoienoe that 'Nill 

result in the extabl.i8bment ot sucll law8 that brute 

foroe :)r lIone, power w111 be permitted neither to 

.n~ol' speoial fav<il's Dorto reap ttle natural rewards 

ot right liT1Dg and genuine aervice to mankind. 

Among the oosmopolitan tbrong ot 8 ott, .treet 

one s •• s the wi4ow, the orphan, the unemployed, the 

ODe recovoring from aoute illnes8, possibly ~.tb ont 

monel' and wort. the friendless and aged. Do.e oare 

to affirm ths t tbe first and 18at are poor beoause 

they are 6 b1ftless and beoause their natural pref­

erence 18 pOYerty? Or rathur should we sal that 
TNt: 

STATE TEACHfRS 
COLLeGE Of COLORADC 

Greeley, Colo. 
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they are eo beoaD •• ot eoonomla. accidental, and 

social ooDd1tloDa? MtlD8terburg 8878, "~b. 

OaQ8e~ 1'8ter to &DOeatora, our teaohers, and the 

Bk 10. surrounding oonditione of sooiety, and with the 

0611888, IJlQst reepoDalbl11 tl be puabe4 baokwards. 

fhe unhealthy parenta, not the immoral ohildren, 

are responsible; tbe unfitted teaoher, and not the 

m18behaYin~ ~upl1 should be blamed; eoolet" not the 

orl~llMl 18 ~11ty." If t hen, the causee are greed 
\ 

and 19norance, can soolety oontrol them' 

Savage tribes ot to-day wbo baTe not been reaohod 

bl our property system, hay. neither our wealth nor 

poyerty. 1004 1s ahared by tbe whole trlbo. ~h8 Hot. 

B, 11. tentot alone in tb~ forest orle8 out tbree tines tor 

the hucgry to come ~d eat betore he touohes his own 

dinner. 

OUr own rioh people hire nurses and 

speoialists at large salaries to look after pet 

doge and oat., while in tbe same olt, little ohild­

ren die tor laCk of a sanitary enYlronment, fresh 

mIlk, and pure air. ~b. -question 1e why do we 3ust­

tty existing oondltions! How rnl~y we remedy ev1la 

and wIth wbat results? Old ideas ot property must 

und~r-go 8 oh8n~e and this ohange, to benefit tho 

mon7 -w.1tb ae little in3ury to tbe few 88 -~os81ble 

must be brought about bl intelligenoe 8[(4 asoientifio 
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knowledge of oon41tlona. ~h. time bas 00_, when 

aoo1et7 muet real i •• that l' oan no longer tak~ 

from him that bath not andg1ve to b1m that hath. 

" ~he laws and oonoeptions of morality have been molded 

by the ruling and dominant olasses. Along wi th man,. 

other 1118 derived trom Home we tall beir to the 

peouliar!1; unJust and pernioious propertl laws and 

legal terminology. The system .hleb led to the 

pbJ'81oal destruotion of the Homan :~p1r. by under­

mining anel It,ading to its 01 tie., the study middle 

Ol~8. 1s at work among the nations of to-day. 

A sample of the prevalent oonoeption of justioe 

may reveal or not reYeal. aooording to the reader's 

baokground ot though~. our wrong attitude. It baa 

been 8ald OYer and over again by prominent men of 

bO th lforth and Sou th that t"he m.asters ehou.ld have 

been paid tor their slaves when they were freed. 

Yet. everyone knows that the slaves' labor oreate,d 

more than enough to purchase slaves and luxuries. 

for the masters. But no one has sug::rested that we pay 

the alavoa their back wages. 

In this ohaptor. 1 have tried tnu8 tar to give 

a brief outline of the history of property. abow 

oauees for its &notant aoquisitlon, and the etfeat 

ot ita evolution on people of to-day. I have en­

deavored to show that natural resouroes that should 

have remained the heritage of the wholo people baYe 

been the means of enriohing tbe fow. Further 1 bave 
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shown ttat modern business has a mornl oode belie\'­

ing in "doing the fellow, before he doee you." I 

haYe adl'0l10e4 the idea that monopl-lea. unfair 

oompetltlbD, oommerolallled viae. and gratt triwmpb­

abtll flaunt tbe1r unho17 wealtb In our faces while 

t'reque,ntll great 88"108 and superior abl1! t,. go 

unreveale4 and unrewar4ed. Immense fortunes thQS 

oreated paso OD to even u.nworthier SUQO'880ra and 

automatically beoomi.ng greater. Anotber chapter 

wll1 dea1 with the utilisation of the blood 8.lld bonee, 

ot motber"s and obildren to oreate wealth. A.18o 

the idea of education ae (.I solution of tile prOblem 

w1l1 be &dyanaed. 
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II. 

Wealth ?rodaoed b7 Ohl1d Labor and ita 

Relation to ~duoatlon. Ie Humane 

llature :<:volvl118? 

In momenta ot oalm refltotlon. Inaplte ot 

80me ey14snoe to tb~ oontrarl and not wltbstandlng 

tbe European relapee; .e all belIeve that human 

.,mpatbl and t~e idea of the brotherhood Df maD, Is 

'_veloping. We believe that our nervou8 organIsation 

responde more quiokl, than ever before to buman woe. 

~he question naturall1 ar18e8--why 18 there 80 muoh 

adfering and aiser.v in a oountr1' suob as ouray 

Millions of ohildren' spend tbeir lIves without room 

or opportunity to play. Thousands of men grow up 

untrained tor work, business. or Wl7 otber phaae of 

life. The obildren and women haTe to 80me extent . 
been the bulwark ot industry •• hl.oh aetnowledges that 

1t ·18 dependent on the toll of little fingers and 

.earl baoks.· It tells to our legislators that story 

of dependenoe. even threatening them with the removal 

of faotories it obeap labor 18 eliminated by law. 

Again the quae tl on i 8--"How OBn t neee things be." 

• our government has passed lawe pron1bltlng and 

restrioting ohild labor but the task of proper11 

enforoing these 1.w. iaatill b.fo~. ua. together 

with tbe r~turnlng of opportun1tl denied their parente. 

$ . 



and tbe &newer oomes baok in a·.ord--Ulgnorano .... • 

~hle doe. not mean a lack of tbe abl11t, to read and 

write, but a deflo1eno7 ot obaraoter, a want of thoee 

thlngewh10h give 18St to lite, that should be the 

8n4ownment of the individual througb hie own and 

soolety's eduoation. 

~beodor. rlooeevelt, in an artiole entitled 

"Conservation ot ':'-omen and Children." shows by 

ll1aet:ratlOD and logic, that 8 'People nommatter 

wbat thetr virtue ma7 be oan JlC)t &1"818 ria.bl them­

selves. Neither ore ,theN to be regarded as use-

leas beoause ot tbelr InabIlity to 40 eo., The nation 

oan not afford to loee the vlta11ty wbioh 18 the 

just inheritanoe of fUture ~eneratlon8 becnuse 

faotories find 1t oheaporto buy flesh and blood 

of bumanbeings than to produoe maohlnery o~ anooarage 

invention. Tbe publl0, to some extent d089 oontrol 

lnduatry. In oU' oblldr,en'. time, it must do 80 

lnt.lll·~ontly tor produotion to inorease and . 

abundantly satIety expanded hu~ neoda. Tbe mannge~ 

'~nt of great meane of produotlon must be skilled. 

~hor. tore, tbe need'of eduQatlon in owner, foreman 

and pUbll~. 

Souroe8 of Eduoation 

~he great' 'souroe ot eduoatlon bas been and will 

oontinue ~o be the publio schools. to a large extent 

• ~hl. is the opinion of E. f. DITlne and his 

helpers. 
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our future history, as a people and a nation, wll1 be 

made in the school system. ' To a far degree the ideals 

and minds ot the teaohers wlll be mirrored in the SO'U1B 

of their pupils. With all respeot and due oonsideration 

of thelr manifold deserts, netertheles8, it behooves 

U8 to look in the past o~ these teaohera ot young 

Ameriaa. ~he average man teaoher 18 twenty nlne 

78ars of age, has the equlTalent ot three years high 

sohool course and draws a salary of tour hundred 

eighty niBe dollars a year. !he average woman 

teaoher Is twenty tour years of age, 18 preparing 

for a higher oalling, and gets a salary ot four 

h~dred eighty one dollars a ~ear. TheS8 are the 

people who make the publio sohool. Added to thie 

moet of them are dissatIsfied, looally uninterested ' 

and. ther~tore. short so-journers. aeldom remaining 
~ , 

more than a year in a plaoe. ~heir influenoe and 

power f~r good is thus very mQob decreased. 

The number of days in sohool for the average* 

individual was 8 total of eIghty two in 1800. in 

1840. it had grown to two hundred eight. in 1880 

it was seven hundred eighty two days. and in 1900 

it reaohod a total ,of nine hundred nint)' eIght 4a78, 

etlll as to literaoy.we laok a great deal of reaohing 

the h1gh standards set by Sweden. Norway. Denmark. 

and Germany, In the matter of adjustment to modern 

* !rhea. t 19ures are largely from J'. E. A. repo'rts. 

« 
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industrial conditions we are even more strikingly 

behind the rest of the oivilized world. 'In our 

oit1es, W8 have fallen baok in our provision of 

apaoe in whiob ohildrenmay play. G. S. Hall aays, 

"1he boy without a play ground beoomes the man 

without a ~ob." In the oountry the spaoe ia there, 

but time, the tnowled~e ot ihe value, and worth 

otentertalnment of an eduoational and uplifting 

nature are lacking. ~he reoreation of tbe adult is 

lett almost enttrely" to oommeroialized amusement. 

800iety tor centuries has maintained its right 

to interfere wi th Individual r igh t8 for the welfare 

of the general publio.. But only reoently has value 

of the masses to sooiety oocured. This new concept 

haa reaohed the public sohool. Eduoators have oome 

to believe that in the main their wort is wIth the. 

boy or girl of average ability. that their important 

work should be tor the ohildren ot all tbe people 

and not for the espeoially gifted boy who may baYe 

ottered him or oreated for himself the opportunity 

for a oollege eduoation. The seleotive tendenoy 

haa been done 8way with lntheory. but less largely 

so, in actual praotioe. The new 8ub~eots ot a 

manual or domestio nature no sooner beoame an 

authentic part of the sohool curriculum. than their 

verYD$tur, was o hanged and they became-even more 

£ ---
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impractioal than the old classic oourses. (~here 

are exoeption8 in eGa. 8obools). In Germany the 

method ot a half day in the shop and half daa in 

sohool lsll8ed with 8uooess. In this oountry with 

several noted'exoeptiona, it has fa11ed. Againat 

it oan be urged the valid objeotion that it 

ultimately oreates double the numbor of workers 

needed in the industry, wbieb the half time stUdents 

enter. ObJeotlons to methode of teaching manual 

traIning ill the average 8ohool are numerous. 10 more 

valid obJeotion oan be ra1sed than .tha.t tne ohild 

spends weeks produoing an artlo1e of little or no 

artistio or oommeroial value. Nothing is truly 

beautiful that does not render servIce proportionate 

to the human coat of its produotion.- The profit 

on the produot of a day's hard work in many manual 

traIning sohools oould not bemuoh above ten aente. 

Sohools are orowded. Children are massed, and 

thus frequently 80800.18 ted w1 th the dise~s8d, the 

maimed, and with those who QZ~ v1le language and are 

pro~d of their badness. A startling thing 18 the 

taot that eighty per o'ant of the ohildren in tbe 

lower ~radea are suffering trom physioal defects. 

Who 1s to blame? It may be ignorance of parente. 

but what 1s responsible for laok of proper knowledge­

on the part of these parents it not the state 1 a 87stem 

eduoation. Our sympathy goes out to the oppressed. 



2' 

InJustla8 and oppression thrive on ignorance. 

In England and United States it 8eems as 1~ 

the diffioulty ot reaohing the nora, of race and 

stook Is inoreasing. About one third of the appll­

oante for enlletrnent in the united State~s army are 

reJeoted. England during the present war haahad 

to lower her standards'again and again. All w1ll 

taoltls admIt that heredity determines the standard, . 
and environment the development. Oommon sense and 

the v,or·lt of oompetent men have shown t~8t a direot 

relatiob 8xists between physical development and 

conditione of employment. urbanization, aloholiam. 

'and amount of food. This must not be applied 

direotly to the present day individual but mu.st 

inolude his anoestors. G. S. Stanley Rallwould 

say if the ahild's body is dwarfed from laok of 

food, his moral being probahl,. haa been l1kewll •• 

affeoted. Soott Nearing would lay a man's 

alooholism more to overwork than to total depravity. 

If fathers were leas ignorant. they wou14.tell 

their daughters that tbe reason they obJeot to a 

certain 1o~ng man 1s beoause he 1s diseased from 

assooiat1on with fast women. They might even tell 

the dau~hter that if she marries him sbe 1s liable 

to suffer untold humiliatIon on the operating table, 

and that the little ohlld she bears ie apt to be 

blind. A little leas false modesty and little 
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more oommon senae and eduoation along right lines 

might do more than 0108&4 doors and ultimate 

disowning. The properly eduoated oh1ld oertainly 

could be reacned. 'Oan a nation be taught to 

believe in the sterilization or isolation of the 

criminal unean. f and d1seased? ¥iould it be eo 

taught? Is the destiny of the race a better blg~er 

thing than it haa ever known, or 18 paradise to be 

alwaya pl80ed beyond the grave, while misery, want, 

and orime stalk rampflnt oyer the fair mother earth? 

Education oan answer the question. but it may, 

tbough it not neoessarily must ta.ke a thousand 

years. 

One thIng which seems difficult to aocount 

tor at first is that chIldren dislIke school. 

Given a choice of sohool or tavtory. tbey ObOOS8 the 

faotory overy tl!fle. even when they must give their 

entire earnings over to their parente. One thing 

that is possible helps lnbbringlng about th1s 

s1 tuatlon. 1s the sohool diau"~pllne and the faot 

thatiuoh of the work bas 11 ttle be~r1ng ~n the work 

outside ·the scho~)l. Some meane of mb.'lntaining order 

witbout a constant reminder of the same must be 

brought into existenoe. ~he work ot the 90hool 

oan be made soientifio and up to date if eduoators 

w111 burn their bridges, sorap their worn out ideas, 

and ereat new plante along the lines of oommon 
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senae and effloienol. fhln~8 whloh are diffioult 

ot solution and ot no praotlcal value are not 

neoessarily the only instruments to be used in eduoa­

ting the praotioal mInded youth ot to-day. 

The old system must stand untIl something 

better 1s substituted. thIs oan not be done all 

at once ~ . It 1e not the dreame r of dreams t wh.o only 

dreams. tbat oreates or remolds great instItutions. 

It w1l1 take years to work out the soclal center 

ldea.. In large o1tIes million8 must be apent now 

Ofor parke and amusements oentera) wbere thousanda 

would have been suffioient a.few years _go.· 

Eduoation •. Infant ~ortallty. 

Death of infants varies inversely witb 

eduoation. In ~ttseia tbirty infants out ot eyer1 

hundred die. OUr own rate haa decreased. in the 

las generatIon trom sixty per oent to less tban 

tIP peroent. It haa been found that tbere are many 

preTentable causes, in taot preventative medicine 

18 the great thing of the present age. The 

1~noranoe ot paronts again,aomes in. to make the 

work d1.fflcul t. Motbers, a part of whose family 

i8 wo·rking. oonoeal the existence of infeotious 

• Oalltornia, IdahO, and many other ~tate8 per­

mit the useo! sahool proporty for purpos8a ot rea-

raatlon. 
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41seaS8a as long 88 p08sible trom fear of quarlntlne. 

Muoh baa beeD done by the tree dispensing ot anti­

tox1n. Med1cal Inspeotlon; as polioe power is common, 

and muah baa been done trao1ng oontagion to its aoura __ 

It mIght be of value to know ~bat two per oent of tbe 

ohildren'8 deaths are caused by measles, and that 

soarlet fever 18 three times as nasardoua as messles. 

A.nother remarkable relationship 1s that an origina-

tion of soarlet fever lsunltnown .here COW~8 m.l1~ 18 

not used. the most effective belated eduoational 

work on the part of many oities is in eduoating tbe 

moihers. A 'trained nurse visits the home where tbere 

la a new baby and oaree tor it and the mother, ex­

plaining and eDl))baslzlng sanitary needa and. elementary 

hlg1ene. ~h18 phase of the publio eduoatlon bas 

rendered great servioe to tnousands of ignorant but 

reoept1ve motbera. The woratelemen~ to cope witb 

suooessfully 1s. tbe attl tude of t be publio, me.n·y, it not 

all reform movements bave grown out ot dramatio 

inoidents. Oalamlt1es are not turned light17 aside. 

But beoause the accidents are widely distributed, we 

are not impressed by the faot that nearly three bundred 

thousand workman are injured, maimed, and kllled 

eaoh year. 1'he worst feature ot t,hle 1s that 

fifty per aent ot theee Injuries are preven~abl •• 

~he public takes no notioe beoause Qt the wide 

d1str1bution. A man 1s soalded bere; killed by an 
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eli81ne there. Yet the .horrlble total Ie nearly 

a hal~ mlll1on. Europe 18 at war, but we w11l. 

it our average industrial destruation oontinues 

oatoh up with Europe in lese than twenty years in 

the matter of butoheriruJ human beings. The remedy 

18 knowled~l. We are really more sympathetio now 

than ever before, but •• no longer know our neIgh­

bor or hie family. 

Education will solve the problem. but it must 

become bigger, broader, more practioal, and more 

inolusive. Its field must beoome lite and inolude 

all th1ngs pertaining to this earth a8 man's home. 

The funds or means neoeasary for the same must aoma 

trom a tax based on faculty to pay. The great 

fortunes wrung from national resouroes, hWDaD and 

other wise, must be made to pa~.the debt they owe 

o to their work1ng ohildren's ohildren, by, giving 

them an equal opportunity in the true sense of the 

word. Our greatest resouroe. 8S a nation Is 

trained human beings and our greatest liabIlIty 

the untrained masses. 

We must reoognize that education without 

leisure' Is an Impoesibl11 ty. Industry itself must 

aonti.nuslly play a more prominent part in trainIng 

its employe·es tor more eff10ient servloe. Mothers 

and fathers must be 8du.~a·ted physioally and menta.l­

ly so tbat they will be'oapable of passing on the 
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best inheritable raoial oharaoteristics. Industry 

mast eoonomize, not 80 muoh in dollars as in bumanity. 

All other eoonomy. salaries too small for deoent 

bomes. 8001a1 comforts, and olportunity for eduoation. 

18 rank 8001al waate. No progress oan oome without 

leisure. ~be publio will oome to demand better 

service. and better lives from its citizens.· 

*Soclety should regula te the expend1 ture ot 

money by wealthy immoral and useless dereliota. 
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III 

faxatlon as a .aotor in the Distribution 

o~ Wealth. 

~ a Oompulsory Leyy. 

Any adJustment ot inequalitIes ot wealth 

will be aooelerated Qr retarded by taxation. So it 

18 well to reoognize that forms of tasation vary or 

alter aooordingly 8a the eoonomio basis of sooiety 

ohanges, tnat eoonomic oonditione oan be Yarlad by 

taxation. A re-adjuatmen~ to a greater extent oo~ld 

be affeoted through tne taxing powers (beoause 

taxation to tbe modern person Beems more nat~al) 

than oould be aooomplished in any other way. 

Historioally, man haa ever been a saolal animal. 

Experienoe, at least strengthened whatever original 

soolal instinot he may have possessed.. Gradually a 

leader possessed of peouliar oharacter which fitted 

him to serve as a prIest, judge, or warrior of the 

tribe, evolved. His followers supported him by gifts 

either ot labor or property. ~very man felt he 

should oontribute or pressure foroed him to oon­

tribute to the need of the oontinual existenoe of 

organisat1on of the hords,clan. or tribe. 

As the or~sn1.atlon developed. the needs of the 

ruler beonme greater. He, then. initiated perogat1vee. 

and as h1s power beoame greater, these perogatlvee 



inoreased until th87 produoed immense revenue. But 

during this prooes8 ot evolution, oontributions 

ceased to oome voluntarily and, therefore, tney 

beoame oompulsory_ People. meanwhile. began more 

3ealoQsly to guard their own rl~hta -and other pri­

vilegos. fo-day the man who ful17 reoognizee his 

responsibility and oheerfully oontributes to the 

publia treaeurl 1s the exoeptlon rather than tbe 

rule. !be tlnal or present Idea ie reaohed in 

regular flxedrate or assessment enforoed by a 

governmont. 

Applloation and Oolleotion of ~8Xes. 

Modern taxing methode may be divided into two 

general olasses: direot and indireot. Of these the 

indireot 1e the simplest to levy because tho burden 

i8 shifted by the produoer, jobber, or distributor 

to tall on the ultimate OOnBwaer us a part of the 

oost ot the artiole and 1s no~ reoognlzed 8S a 

tax. If, for example. you were to buy an artl'ole 

ot olothing, and a law hnd been passed making It 

neoessary to buy several dollars worth of stamps 

for the aale to be valid, or in other words. you 

were required to turn eo many dollars to the 

government dIrectly with your purohaee, you would 

seriously consider where your money wss going 

and what use tbe governGent wa~ to make of it. 



But w1 tb money g~1ng< out. seemingl¥ as a part ot 

the prioe ot the goods, you tail and most ot. us 

fail to aee the tax behind It •. ~he merobant or 

manufaoturer sbl~~8 hie Just ahare ot tho burden 

ot tax to the oonsumer. He shares the tax only 

in so tar 88 be Is 8 aonsamar, not even in pro­

por~ion to hIe profits in the business. ~he 

system 1s perniciouB in that the tax payer talle, 

in the main •. to reoognize It as a tax, and. 

oonsequently. 18 les8 interested lubOW it 1s expended 

than he aboald be. Seoondl" it leade to soh a 

shiftIng ot burdens that the laborer witb five 

little .ouths depending on him for tood and fIve 

little. bo,dios for olothing pays an unjust and 

unrealized ahare ot the nation's running expense. 

Napoleon 9ald that the 11lxtl'rlee and vioe.s 

had broadbaoks and therefore should pay a heavy 

portion.ln the huge expenses brought about by hie 

ambitious deSigns. and England's attempt to thwart 

them. OUr nation's heavy tax on liquors and tobaooo 

1e justified in eo tar as cheoks on tbo consumption 

of suoh products be~eflt 8oo1etl. A oonslderation 

of ull indirect taxing shows that 1 t 18 favored by 

the ruling or dominant alasa beoause they reoognize 

their abill ~y to shift to the backe of peo!)le. leee 

able. from the standpoint ot. faoulty~ to pay tne 

eame. It tbe taonlty for tax-payIng were the same 
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for ever, householder t or. ill' other words. if the 

wealtb of all were aqual; then ~ch taxation would 

be the .• 8et that oould be devised. But fortunately 

or unfortunately, suoh 1s not the oaee and pro­

bably nevor will be. 

~here are many who advooate indireot tax 

as a means tor the proteotlon of Infantor other 

industry. History furnished many examples of 

t1mes suoh 'a. tax seemed t.o and -perhaps did produoe 

excellent results. In the present great war it Is 

impossible not to oompare En~land and Germany in 

respeat to their means of sustenanoe. If to-day 

England had been in Germany's place she would have 

been incapable at eelf sustaInment, even for a few 

monthe.In other words Germany's tariff on 

imported foodstuffs 80 enoouraged agrioulture 88 

to make the country independent of imports, trom 

other lands, and .tbusfar. Germany haa bad the upper 

hand in .the struggle for world power. Without the 

tariff of past years, ahe would long ago have aeen 

a viot1m ot ~ngland's naval supremacy_ 

As a general rule everyone believes in the 

right of any individual to ex:ohange his produot 

for til~ '", produot of some other indivIdual wi thout 

tr. interposition of artificial barriers. 

Espeoially 1s this true when great oombines and 
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monoloples. not oonduoted by the state or nation, 

haYe oea8ed the oontrol ot important and perhaps 

stable artioles otoonsumption. In such instances 

a tariff may aotually beoome a menaoe. It 1e a 

well known fact that oerta1n large oorporations 

ot both Germany wJd the United States sell 

abroad oheaper than they do at bome. A tariff 

giving proteotion suoh as this is a menace to 

the welfare of the purohaser of supplies. It 

produoes vast .eal th and generally immense 

polItical power •. 

~he tendenoy ot reoent years in many coun­

tries seems to be ,toward a direot system ot 

taxation and toward a system baaed on faculty to 

pay. In 'England for many years the tax on inoomes 

imposed during the lfapoleon1c ware was regarded 

as temporary. Gradually. however, its ",alue beo8llle 

appar~nt, at least ita value &s a revenue produoer, 

,and England had to have an ever Inoreaein~ revenue. 

lhlrther it was ImpossIble to go baok to' the old 

oorn laws, for public sentiment would not'permit 

it. So the laws granting the inoome tax beoame 

permanent.' Witb the feeling that they were a 

• England oolleots at sourae. Every debtor 

beoomes an agent for the government •. Inoomes under 

$800 exempted. There 1s a super tax on incomes over 

$25.000.00. 

,< 
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regular part ot tbe systom, people began tO,regard 

them 8S old olothea. ~hey seemed to wear well ~nd 

gove. at least among the masses a feeling of oomfort. 

The heavl burden ot 811pportin~ the govern::l611t 

ot 8 great emlllre:tell~wlth lese severity on the 

shoulders ot the common workman with a fam1ly to 

Stlpport. Then the inoome ta.x'began to have triends 

who Justified it for its own salte. 

It beoome,8 evident from the perusal of any 

~courat8 tanulated 8 tatement of the income 'ot.'civ­

lllzation that the burden, in the main, no matter 

how steep the Income ta:< may be~radtia.ted. will 

tall Oll the m1, ddle 01a8s. FO,r as yet the bulk " 

inoome ot the middle olasses oolleotively exceeds the 

inoomes of the very rioh. But even thougb this is 

true, it works no hardships in the sense that 8 

taxon the buying oapa.ol ty ot the wage earner 

affecte hIs standard of food and.otlOth1ng. 

Tbe agitation of the labor party in England, 

together with this slight ohange in methods for 

raising revenue, oreated a sentiment In 'England 

which led to laws ep80iflaing ttl£, , 7"1 !bts and 

privileges ot labor unions, ahorter boure. tood and 

scbools for tbe hungry children ot wage earnors. 

and better sanitary oonditione. 1loyd George speaks 

of the l~nense amount of money wh10h these aota 



have coat. but says that people being better oared 

for were able to produce so muob more. that viewed 

from the standpoint' of the state, it haa been an 

extreme17 profitable investment. I believe that 

it it has paid England to remove sane of tn. 

burdens from the common worker so wl11 it pay 

the United states. 

In Germany the t'heorl of direct tax has 

been applied more sucoessfully than anywhere 

els8 in the world. The system is well grounded 

and has oOllle to stay. Not only has Germany main­

tained a huge army,' bu~.~he 18ad~ the wo~ld in 

Eduoation. ecienae. and induetrlal aot1v~tl. 

She even provides speoial out doora sohools. 

nurses, doctors, and tood for those children 

who are not physicallynormal with an almost 

universal result of their returning in two or 

three years to the regular sohool system in good 

a.alth. lier protection and prOvision for the 

working man and his family are marvelous. We 

of Amerioa are deoades bebind. None of these 

things would bave been possible without t'he 

shifting to a definite extent the tax,purden.* 

Here too, the theory of both Wilson and 

Bk 14. Roosevelt that the workingmen of any oountry 

• I have taken oonsideration of oond1tions 

before the war. It is early to judge the effeots 

of the world struggle we have entered. 



40 

represent its greatest potential and kinetio 

aapital 1s borne out. No one oan see ,the healthy 

strong physique of the German worker and hear him 

discuss problems relating to bie own klhd withou.t 

reoognizing tbat no matter it the IndivIdual em­

ployer does rind it profItable to grind lite and 

mind out of empl'oyeea, ita pays a ~overnment to con­

serve l1te and health. I believe that better hours 

and lese unneoes~nry strain w1ll be and is being 

found ultimately profitable to the omployer. 

Germany. by her inoome tax and the ~lse 

uee of money derived fr0m this tax, wae, before 

the war. inoreasing' her commorce at a trem'endoue 

rat., beoause by batterIng, the aurroundlngs of 

and givIng an intelleotual stimulus to her people. 

she produoed more than old Germany dreamed of 

being able to produoe. During the gigantio 

world oonfliot. ahe has shown a oapr~lty rmlob 

nearly Juetltles8uporman olal~e. I do not 

pretend to say that the income tax 18 respon­

sible,for these great ohanges. for there were 

many oontributlng faotors. but 1 do maintaIn 

that the pol141 of so oalled paternalIsm has 

proved of 1noalounble value to tha.t nation. 

~r.aent Day,Diffioulties 

The greatest problem in the praotioal 

applioation of tne inoome tax lies in the 



diffioult, of its administration. England 

attempted and wae relatlvel, suooessful in 

oollecc~ll'lB tbe tax at 1 te souroe. ~b.e Un! ted 

States requires a statement ot net inoome. and 

attao~e8 penalties for not reportIng or false 

stat1ng the amount of an inoome. Switzerland 

bas'lett penalties eo vague that everyon~ who 

would not make voluntary gifts to the government 

evades the law. It must be ~oknow18dged that 

this torm of taxation has produoed many eqaivloatora 
I 

a':l4 11~,re. but wbat form of .taxation ~e .,not ite 

full quota of suob? 

Another question arises which must be 

answered--Shall funded and unfunded inoomes 

~e taxed the eame? That is. B.hall tne professional 

man earning $100,000 8 year be taxed at exao~ll 

the same peroentage as t he man who holds Un1 ted 

States bonds whioh bring h1mln an inoome of $100,0001, 

Is there a genuine l1abl1ltl of inJustioe? The 

funded inoome of the nature desoribed will oontinue 

to provide for tbe nolder's fB~117 no matter how 

unhealthy the owner o~ the bonds beoomes. In 

other warde the professional inoome is dependent 

on eervloes rendered, while the inoome from the 

funded source is stable and independent. Therefore, 

a distinotion eutf101ent to provide for insuranoe 
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of the professional inoome should be made, if the 

prlno.lple of faoulty to pay Ie ma1nta1ned. 

:l:be inoome tax, in oonoept1on undprogressively' 

so inpraotloe, 1e a tax on wealth. In. moat 

oountries salaries equivalent in parchasing 

power to the minimum of 8ubsiatanoe are exoluded. 

~hU8. in the main. while indireot forma est into 

the small' salary. the income tax does not affect it. 

Diffioulties in the oolleotion ot the inoome 

tax have been'montIoned aa a point of orlt101sm. 

!o reduoe this to a mlnlmWD, the tax oolleotoT9 

should be mon skilled and possessed ot soientifio 

Jtnowledge of their work. rurther acourate reoorda 

will beoom,e in time a eoureeofdeflnl to information 

conoornlng the inoomes of the people. This will' 

lead to less evasion. In addition to this, the 

wealthy importers of fanoy gowns and diamond neok­

lao08 feol th~t they are 6f the privileged nobleae 

oblige. Many of them to-day oonaldor the tariff 

on food stutfs very equltahle, but think: the 

gover~eLt offloials extremely impertinent wben 

the rlah are found to be guilty ot smuggling. 

I believe that our present thesis has not 

beeri tully developed, for that 18 impossible 

even if the whole were devoted to this subJeot 

alone. but a. few ot the present tendenoies of the 

inoome tax, 8S a faotor in the distributIon ot 
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wealth, have been developed suffioiently for the 

present purpose. 

Inheritanoe Tax 

Many 8t~te8 in the United States bave.some 

kind ot an inheritanoe tax. I believe that it 

only fortunes of more than one hundred thousand dollars 

were to be taxed, 90~ of the people of the United 

states would favor the law. This 1a a great 

ohange from the sentiment of a few years ag~. 

If we may assume that suoh an immense sentiment 

Bk 16. in favor ot.1nheritanae tax .exists. it behooves 

the general publio to-know something.sbout and 

have general oonoeption of the importance of the 

laws now oelng passed. The question ia, how tar 

aan we go? Will laws governing the inheritanoe 

of fortunes ever reach the point where they 

serve as the instrument for 8 wider distribution 

0'1 wealth? 

Everyone at all in favor of the inheritance 

tax. believes in the pl'ogresslve administration 

of it and that in case o~ great fortunes the. tax 

should be great. I do not believe in allowing 

*Tax in Great Brit1an ranges from one to 

ten per cent. 

• 1~;isaonsln. if amount 1s over *500.000 

tax is 15%. 
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the inheritsDoe tax to become oonflsoatory 

to saoh an extent 8S to d.stroy the stimulus, 

whioh the possession of the immense power 

ot modern fortunes givos, under our presont 

oapitalistio system. The question arises when 

wIll the peroenta~e become too great -? Will· 

1t be at fIfteen or seventy per oent? 

fhe objeotlon, oom~only raised to both 

the income tax and iriheritanoe tax 1s that 

1t· beoomes Inquisitorial. and ths·t it exposes 

private and pers9nal qffaira to eyes of Qurlous 

. worldly orowds. This oritioism Is more 

legitimate when applIed to the inoome tax. 

for under. existing laws, property to be 

probated Is generally inventoried. 

One great objeotion to the system ot the 

vari.otls states fixing the tax, 1s the ea.se wi th 

wh1.oh it Is dodQ."ed. l'requantly a very rioh man 

ohanges his legal r·ealdenoe in s.n attempt to 

exoape the tnx of the state In which he may have 

amma,ssed his fortuna. ':i'h iG attempt to dodge the 

Inher1 tanoe tax: is quite oom:non and has provoked 

many a legal controversy. 

!rbe General Property Tax. 

Heal property is easy to tax. The land and 

domestio anl.mals of the farmer are apparent Lto the 

TNt 
ST ATE TEACHfRS 

COllfGE Of COLORADO 
r .. __ .~~. "'.-1-. 
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moat oasual observer. . :A:be plea of the singl fit 

taxers has been, that the unearned inorement and 

a tax on land should do ~way with other forms of 

taxation. ~h18 muoh aan be Bsld in harmony witb 

faota, a land tax is not shifted! ~h~ arguments 

at Henry George have never been completely 

answered and present advooates have so broadened 

tbeir prinoiples as to inolude a multitude ot 

other things'. Therefore they may ultimately 

devie. a Boheme based on faculty to pay. 

~ax on land as oommonly levied in the. various 

states i8 not ba.sed on aotual value.' .The reason 

tor this beoomes 8p~arent when W8 remember that 

1~ one township or oounty or parish should levy 

on the aotual selling prioe ot ita renl estate, 

or personal prop.rty~ in eo doIng they would 

bear an Ulldue portIon of the state tax. Heal 

eet~t. in Europe. if' it 18 in the form of an 

lmmenee and ua.l~89 private ,deer park 1s not 

taxed. Taxes on buildings tend to be shifted 

to oooupants 80 in nearly all of the oities 

ot the United States rents are ·unreaaonably 

high. ownora insiating on approximately twonty 

·Single taxers maintain anJ are sustained by 

bulk authorities th6t.~ land tax oan not be shIfted. 

IThis aay assume a variety of forms and is per­

haps erronoua11 oulled single tax • 
• 

, $.44 



46 

tour per cent and raising rents it taxes go 

Bk: 13. up. Berlin has met this problem by the munoipal 

ownership of dwellings used by ~orkman. 

Kor,tagages, stooke. and bonda ar.e eaa 11y 

conoealed unde'r our present orude methods of 

assessing. lIethode of 8ssesslng oorporations 

are being changed in some states. Yet no-where 

Bk 9. do they co~ at all near to being taxed on actual 

value. Neither are the taxes equltab1eiy. 

distributed. For example, a great packing plant 

is located in a certain city. The aohool 

system in the city. ninety nine cases out ot 

eYery hundred. reoeives the benefit while it 

furnishes no revenue to the thouennds of d1e-

triots where the products, are raised. In other 

worde state wide oorporatlonsare taxed and the 

prooeeds of thei,r tar-at) on go to eaee the 

burden of up-keep in the mQnicipallty in 

which they happen to be located. 

It would seem apparent that the more complex 

society becomes the m~re farcicsl is tbe general 

property tax. Yet it is the baokbone of our taxing 

system. It is the trndltion81 system of taxation 

and fs.lls less heavily on weal th than e1 ther an 

income or flD 1nher1tance tax. Oonsequently. many 

of the states of the United States ignore the whole I" of its manifold injustioe. But people are becoming 
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8~are ot the fla~rant wrongs whioh sooiety 

perpetrates and 8S fast as the whole people 

of a eta te or nat 1 on' f'1 nd tha t a. system of laws 

do not conform to tb air sense of j us tics, 

Bk 19. they begin to ohange those laws. ~he genoral 
Page 348 , 

publios idea regardIng the rj~ht of a ~onopoly 

to be paid for releasIng a munioipallty from ita 

exoessive oharges for soma publio utl1it;, 1e 

under-going a ohange· 

Taxation of inoomes and inherltanoe should 

and probab17 w111 form a large port1on of future 

gov crnment expenses. If the tendenoy 1s in this 

direotion. then the laborer will be relieved ot 

a portion of his buraen9. 'urther oit1cs allover 

~he world w111 gradually buIld tenements for 

their workers which will be rented at a. low a 

fl gure aa pose1 ble • ;':hU8 the 01 ty w11l be 

buIlding up a better environment. and with new 

tavorable housing condltions. ohildren will be 

more healthful and grow into desirable citizens. 

On the other han4, the worker having to 

live a lesa strenuous lIfe undfeeling that he 

Is a man among man, will have a distinotly 

* The tendenoy seems to be for the real estate 

tax to pay looal expenses. Inheritanoe tax states. 

Inoome tax national expense,s. 

,Europe basis taxes.oll rental inoome. It property 

is not rented it pays no tax. 
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deoroased longing for stimulants. whioh alleviate 

his fatigued body and oreate a fleeting image 

of 1mportance in his Bullen brain. ~he home 

iteelf would then beoome a matter of greater interest 

and lead to 8 more desirable mode of domestic llfe. 

With the saloon recieving s smaller peroentage of 

the mants Inaome, the probability is that the 

resulting surplus will be spont in home furnishing. 

Playgrounds should equa11ze the opportW1ity 

for fresh air and exeroise. The munoipal:f ta hav,lng 

abundant meane at hand should and possibly would 

utilize them in providing olean. uplifting free 

amusement for young and old. 

We believe that under oltycontrol a system 

of model tenements would solve many problems ot 

oongestion and that rent would find a reasonable 

mean. Further the workman whose habits were bad 

wOllld be benefitted in sptte of himself. 
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Oonsumption ot.Wealth an Element to be 

Considered 

I1fhere 18 no wealth but life," says Ruskin. 

Believing tbis to be true, we have shown bow 

wealth 1s frequently a.oou.mulated and perpetuated 

in wa~ detrimental to the welfare of mnnkind of 

the present and future generations. Oonorete 

wealth must. therefore, be measured by the vital 

cost of prodaotlon. Farther, a ~arge faotor ie 

the vital Qtl11ty of oonsumption. You can not 

measure human ooat in tonne of dollars and oents; 

yet tills 18 not only the beat staJldard we bave 

but 1s the one wa1 in whioh a i18tlon's inoome Is 

given, ~hat is in money terms. In oonsidering 
' .... ' 

this eubjeot we must ltetep in mind that 8 state's 

grose money income isn't a real measure of the 

welfare of its people. 

:i!he vital or life-giving properties of an 

inoome depend: first; on the coat of produoing 

the inoome; seoond, the utilization of the 

1ncome after it is produoed. KnowIng how to use 

what 1s produoed looms large on the horizon ot eoonomio 

thou~ht. QuestIons suoh as theeeare ooming 

up and must be answored. Are the goode manu­

faotured of a oharaoteT and quality to give 



servioe sufflo1~nt for the human coat ot tbeir 

produotion? Under what conditione were the 

goods produced? HO'Il w1l1 these goods be 

oonsumed? Here-to-fore all the tlr~ and 
I 

energy baa been spent in study of the pro-

daotlon. Means of produotion bave beoome 

immense. ~he energy expended'is enormous. 

Yet during all the time since Adam Smith, 

men have not adV8lJOed enough to oontradict 

his eoonomic or produoe a new classification. 

It 18 oommonly advooated that the man produoing 

anythIng should reoeive human value,for this 

produotion but how is a human value to be 

discovered it the goods are lost s1ght of 

atter they pasa over the oOQnter. Ie the 

latter part of the story important? Ought 

we to know what beoomes of tbe goods? 

~he human ooete of labor are minimIzed 

to th.e degree that work beoomes creatIve. 

Art is the moat distinctive form of oreative 

. labor. ~hen in artistio prodaation the 

meaaure of buman oost 18 emall and tbe tendenoy 

18 to pay well tor work of this nature. As 

ed~oat1on advances the demund tor things that 

express indIvIdualIty increasos. This "ls 

hopeful. 

12 

, 
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SOienoe, disoovery. and invention. 

Edison may well say that 90~ of genIus 18 

hard work. Yet he was and would hllve continued 

a failure as a farmer inspite of hard work. 

fn his ohosen field, long strenouB days do 

not seem long, for the oreative stimulus 

ie there. We may conolude that in the creat­

ive sciences, the human oost 1s emall •• Again 

in tho field ot invention the cost approximates 

zero. 

None of these thlng-s can flourish when the 

fatigue of long hours, t he narrow oOrJ~ines of an 
,'t 

untrained mind, mllst accomplish them. Genius 1s 

more oommonthan most people Ima~lnet but our 

American system of eduQation is not adapted 

to the discovory of its existence. Many fine 

minds are nev&r able to push through. Other 

oountr1es surmount these dlfflaul ties, paying 

fair salaries to young men'who have demonstrated 

their ab1llty. thUB providIng the neoessarr 

leisure and freedom from drudgery. 

Shorter hours for the workman ought to 

save some genius. A better, more comprehensive 

eduoation ought to inst1ll and Inspire confidenoe. 

our system 1s fa.ulty in that it fails to aroua. 

or disoover ability. rIel ther does 1 t find. and 

but rarely socke to find, the individual's 

. IdCtt,4 
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proper sphere or niohe in sOQiety~ but leaves 

this to haphazard ohanoe and discouraging 

experiment. It is true, standards of teaohing 

are being oontinually raised, yet compared 

with what we ought to do, we are on the average 
'. 

dOing a minimum quali ty of t.eaching which is 

not nearly up to its possibili ties. Genias of the 

human race can,be sought out, and put in touch with 

the great currents of human knowledge. The 

apJ;8lling wa'ste and failure to discover genius will 

stop only when education reaohes and embraces the 

masses. 

Professional and Administrative work. 

The office is a failure, from the standpoint 

of humanity unless it truly educates it subordinates. 

The cost of clerioal and 'other lab0r, the nature of 

whioh is. not inspiring, is . great u.g.less flavored 

with appreciation and embodying processes for 

development. Under adverse conditions it may be 

more degrading and fatigUing than automatom types 

of manual labor. 

The work of the professional man himself 

is creative and the human cost comparatively 

slight. In the high official life, there is much 

to inspire and look upon as creative. Most kinds 

of business ~equire new methods and the utilization 



53 

of invention. Managers muat know markets and the 

mon,tar1 relatiolls tit .upply and demand. Wi. th 
#' 

them the question ot 881ary and wagee of those 

under them 19 Importan$t 
i 

Human Cost 

fbe finanoier mll.S t stand nerve wear and 

stra1D. a. must bave a vast store 0'1 praotioal 

knowledge. Yet in spite of this, there 1e no 

legitlmate exouse for "he lack of knowledge, and 

ot removal trom those who labor 1n the industries, 

on the part ot those finanoiers who oontrol. to tbis 

laok ot knowledge muebol tbe miser7 ot industry 

18 du.~ B1S business makee bIg demands, and 

8001et~ should make its demands oorrespondingly 

large. The faith of humanity in govtJrnment ql~ 
'f~:\' 

the people. by the people, ~d tor the people, 

Just a8 much 68 faith of the bank r or manufaot­

urer produo •• marketajle ol"edlt. fhi. leads 

to world business whlch 1s an evidence, both' 

ot education and the revelation of a need for 

a better one. BU8in,sa bas been world wide, 

and will be aSa1n atter the war, an internatIonal 

affair. Yet until the t 1me oomes when the vllOrlt­

man is able to buy the bulk of his fellow'a 

produot out ot his wage or share in p,rof1t, 



there w1ll be wars and more wars tor· the 

oontrol ot the markets ot tbe world's traffic. 

Give the worltinan tho near equivalent of hie 

·produotion and you remove the ourse ot wa.r. 

l'he big finanoier 1188S his oonstruot1.!. 

imagination. Hle creative abIlity 1s aotlve. 

and the human coat ie small. It Ie the human 

organIsm "bl.oh under big busines8 b>.'oomea an 

automaton and loses its gr.ater yslue to sooiety. 

The machine worker is the supreme example of the 

i$ltatlvo'worter and produoe, at the maximum of 

haman cost. In faotory.l abor. the musoular and 

nerve strain porhaps take first toll. Overtaxed, 

unrested. fatigued musoles mean a poisoned sletem. 

This meaDS 1D turD a ao~pounded wear and tear 

with an inoreased liability to d1sease. Kor. 

Am'oriean workman are aftected wi th heart d1sease . . 

than Is neceseary. More than thief fatigue la, 

becaa.se of Ita creation of poteon a great 

determinate of aharaater. Alobollsm 1s more 

otten a symptom than a dlso8a8. An7 nation or 

people oontinually over fatigued will be broken 

physioally and morally. . 
lioutine eats heavily_ It seems diffioult 

for faotory labQr to adJust to maohine rhytbm. 

~ber. are, it might be noted, some tendenoies 
. .. 

to break the sway ot the machine. The first 

. 4444 
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move in this direotion is the automatic 

maobl~.rl required a skilled W9rkmanor 

engIneer to run itl ~be seoond 11es in the demand 

by eduoa~ed people for handmade goods. 11thb& 

better .,stem of education people w11l know what 

to buy and bow 'to use what they have bought., 

The .. oola. has elimin,.ted mlloh drudgery 

and has not inoreased the human cost. II.Terthe­

les8 the workman suffers trom an 111 distribution 

of produots and bears unequal burdens. ~he present 

system 1s responsible for great waste ot energy. 

In other worda our nation does not know bow to'con­

aerve and CODsume ite wealth of labor. ~erIo4s 

Of Idleness follow strenoue but 111 paid work. 

Equal burdeDs are plaoed on persoDs of unequal 

oapaoity even upon children and old people. 

In the latter instanoe,' the'tS-rat is ,8 tremendous 

waste of future possibilities and in the second, 

it ia a gross case of publio lngre.tl tude for the 

age to' haye to toil tor a pittance. The most 

terrific waste of all ia, where a woman is forced 

to toil ubtil her unborn babe is affeoted by it 

determentily. There are oertain kinds of work whioh 

women can do better than men. From industry tor 

whioh their physioal make up fits them, women· should 

n(1t''1 .. (i be barred. Suoh artifioial barriers 

simply oause oongestion and social loss. 



56 

Moat people work •• 11 and willIngly where 

tbe, work tor tbemselves. Wbere another w111 

imposes there lsooet. bat not ne~.8sarl17 great 

oost~ It 18.probably true that the irksomeness 

of o~rtal1'l kInds of lab'Jr grows wI th eduoatlon, tor 

there 18 8 srowth of personal dlgn1 ty. Butthls 

1s a promiae, If this dlssatlet.otlon 1s rightl7 

gulded. 0'1 future betterment. 1'he higheat social 

development 1s personallt,. ~he applioation of 

tbis to eoolet,. oomes whell the body poll tic 

deolares that the leaders and direotors of public 

utilities must be men of intelligence. The better 

eduoated worker rebelle at arbltary dIsoipline. 

Eduoation, to be even oomparatively effioient 

must so broaden the workman that he can see the 

fruIt ot bleph7sIoal and mental strain. "~o-~ 

not lntreq~8ntly a taatoryban4 never sees, maoh 

les:;s uses, the finished produot in the oonetrnotlon 

of whiob he has plaaed some part. le1 ther does 

he tollow it In the servioe Itrendere. He bas 

no interest in who 'purohases it Qr what beoomes 

of 1 't. ·Itor does any' pride exIst in 1 ts 
• 

perfection or shame Inits laok of the same. 

~he make~8'e toil 1s therefore heavier with out 

self appr9batlon as a stimulus. 

Tbe oentralisation of produotion leads 

to massing all kinde .ot peo,le in the 01 ties. 

~h18 Is oonducive to many new evila. The 

'";M"i@M;G QPAtJ. 
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op'po r tun 1 t7 for the ol\114ren of tbe tenements 

to develop pbys',oally 18 expeolalll poor. 

They are frequentl, in oontaot with immorality 

on tbe partot both aexes. On the other hand 

the oit, dweller has mahy so01al advantages. 

He 00lle8 1Il0ontaot wi th the brIghtest leaders 

in hIe own t-rsde. He obtains the news of the 
, 

world 'trom the olty 11brarJ' and from hi. fellows 

in tbe sbop. There 1& muoh to build him up 

aoolal11 and Intelleotuall,. 

The mana~emant ot .indus,trial systems should 

be experts in the field ot 8001a1 soienoe as .ell 

8a experts in the art of pr.oduolng mnrltetable' 

thIngs. People are ooming more a~dmore to 

reoognise the 8001al reeponel'llitl of wealth. 

Investments are made sometimes :88 'experiments. 

~be8., are the InY8etments'of i4le. unproduetlv. 

oapltal and generally represent a d8alr8 tor immense 

gain. Loss frequently OCOQ1'8e. 'aoo,ordlng to how the 

venture turns out. It theee risks represent 

strain, then the human coat r1.8S eteadl11_ The 

small business that is'foroed aontlnually to 

inoreaae Ita oapital. even to borrow to meet 

oompetitors, euf~era from businoss anxiety_ 

Publl0 ownership and oontrol. 

The prooess of development after the 

oompetl tlve state Is 'passed scems to be along 
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the line ot monopolies or trustee When this 

stage is reaohed and competitIon beoomes a 

menaco to society .beoause it tremendously 

inoreases the operatIve expernae;l.e. where 

two linea of railroad are parallel eaoh other. 

ral1raad advertIsing and etc, there 19 a poss. 

ibl11tlth8t things pUblioly used ought to be 

publioly owned. The tendenoy seems to be in 

this direotion. Fost offioes theworld ovor 

are operated by governments and the expense 

pald by rates. It may be foan4 in the oourse 

ot time to 8 small or large measure. t~at 

oompetition and the oompetatlve system 188 

waste. Suoh 8 ohange .ill· aome gradually, 

and wjth little unneoessary hardship to anyone. 

I'hat sane c'hange 1a past due now becomes evident 

upon a study ot ooneumatlon of wealth by 

. In41vldual~, organizations, and nations. The 

moat striking example is the present war. 

Enough energy and vitality has been expended on 

deetruot1,on to feed 8lld olothe the people 

of the world for scores of years., Further 

more mIsunderstandings have arieen, whioh 

only sinoere efforts for years Qan wipe out~ 

It 18 poor way to oonserve wealth, whether in 
terms of material. mODa,. or men. 

The United states i8 perhaps the extreme 
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example of a nation determined to waste ita 

natural. resouroes suoh as forest, water, aDd 

mineral rights. Explol tera oonsum.e. Wi, th 

no thought of repressing waete, tbinge whioh 

other nations guard saaredll_ 

OUr law8 give more protectlon to property 

than lite. fbu8 the gr._teet of natural re. 

souroos, left unproteoted. passes as a poorly 

oonsumed produot. OUr eduoation 818tem hinders 

physioal development. Without this &8 abasia. 

mental processes are ineffioient. The great 

ory now 18 for military traIning in the publio 

schools. The nations stand ready to train men 

to be physioally fit to die, but has long heSitated 

'to mate them pbysloallyflt to liye and propagate 

the apeoies. 
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, 
~he effeot of Eduoation on Wealth's 

~18trlbutlon. 

You oan depr1ve a Russian peasant of ble 

inalienable rights with more. e8S8 than you can 

an Amerioan laborer. Wben that laborer beoomes 

a sk11led workman. it 18 still harder to take 

trom hlm what he should have and give to the 

oapitalist. I could go on with oountles8 

examples showing that the more deTelo~ed'mental 

power a nam haa, the more diffioult it 18 to 

tate away h~s right to n oomparatively decent 

l1v.ing tor himself and family. Furtber more, 

with eduoation. comes greater power to'think 

out new processes tor the betterment of the" 

masses and al"l mankind. A great mass can not 

be leavened bl the thlnklngot any one man. 

Sooial leavening cell t?,.lteplaoe ~nly by Indtloing 

the masses' to think. Sooiety can rise no h.l~h()r 

tnan the average persco of whome it 1s made. 

Ideas of right and ~rong are oertain to 

de~elop during the ooming oentury. Are they 

to be standards dedioated to the prInciple that 

,all men, should have the r1~bt to make the most 

of their 'physioal, mental, and moral naturee 

or are they to be taught to acquiesoe in a system 

of irrational distribution ot opportunIty? 

THf 
ST ATt Tt:ACHfRS ' 

(OLLtGE Of COLOAAbO 
~_~ c"., .. 
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Vooational Guidance 

In all countr'1ee frOID anoient Egypt to the 

present day I~ngland. exoeptl.onal men, men ·ot 

extreme w1ll power 004 8plendid health. bave 

been able to toroe their wa1 to the front. In 

Babylon. the king evidently sought out boys of 

great YOQthful promise and aot them 8e1de for· 

spec1al physioal and mental tr8inln~. But 

never has any nation made a long attempt to 

select and give all young people of promise a 

ohance to be of greateerYioe to their fellow 

belngs by developIng and dleooyerlng talent or 

geniua. With better educational facilities 

~111 oome tbe 4~4 tor equal eduoational 

opportunities. The ohlld tought bY8n inoapable 

teaoher 11; '.,the poor oountr7 distriot, in whioh 

there 1e. onll' sohool for three months. 18 justly 

and fairly entitled to a better and broader 

opportun1t7. Let ns consider him for a minute. 

Pioture a boy or girl ot 3ust average abIlity. 

neither bril11ant nor stupid. Hie parente make 

a bare living. ~here are sO many demanda for the 

necessities tbat the home 1s not e. thing or beauty. 

Ko piotures of artlstl0 v~ln~ adorn the wnlls to 
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inspire or teach. llo books of worth are to be 

found in the houae. Booke there probably are. 

but none suited to the undeveloped mind. News­

papers. yes, but there are no magazines of the 

better olass. Hls father meane well, but be 18 

gruff and not talkatIve, his mother 18 too tired 

with household duties to enoourage him, or, for 

that matter, to disoourage him in anything be 

may wish to undertake. His tarm work 1s 

unvarnished drudge~y. Hia love for it 18 l1ke 

that for the atone with whloh hie big bare 

feet come in sudden oontaot in the dark. Lite 

18 hope based on getting away somewhere any-

where elee. 

Better Sohool Plan'. Beeded 

. I 

Social aotivities are tabooed. l?arenta 

tind them a nulssnoe. and religious dictators 

find them a .ansoe. Sunday sohool teacher8 

preaohnarrow seotarian dootrines and little 

truth. justioe, and duty. In faot, a searob 

after truth 1s always oonsidered questionable 

and frequently atbeistio. oontrary to popular 

opinion, even the physioal being is not well 

developed. Now by what moral right do suoh 

things exist? From per80nal experienoe as a 
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teaoher, I know they do exIst in several state. 

in different seotions of Amerioa. III one etate 

a oertaln oounty ahlpped out la~ge number of 

oattle. The oounty. being a grazing regioD •. 

was sparsely settled. Schools were short, 

buildings ml~~rable. and playground apparatus 

lacking. The cattlo trom this oommuni ty were 

shipped to-the metropolis of the state. ~n. 

tax, a revenue of ~onsiderable extent, derived 

tram the great paok1ng plants, went sole11 to 

the o1ty in whioh they were looated. The 

eduoational slstme oftbe county from wb.lch 

they derIved their ohief raw material reoeived 

not a dollar from _theee oorporations. Who oan 

3uatlfy our habit of taxing oorporations at halt 
• 

tholr sales value and then dIstributing the 

money obtained among the favored. in the industrial 

oenter? Why not throw the money obtalned by a 

~U8t system of taxation. ,levied on Qorporatione 

that draw their wGalth trom a state wide area, 

into a state fund, distributed to 8o~oQ18 based on 

their actual attendanoe? let us plaoe the burden 

of taxation where it belongs, based on faoulty 

to pay and then let us give an equnl opportunity 

to all ooming geBeratlone of men and women. 

.. ' 4. 4".,,>ttt., I($( .-' 
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Let '.aohersbe trained, long and well. Let 

sonool houses be eq1lipped .for the development of 

latent talent. Let oommunity spirit be developed. 

The school in the countr7 must be the melting pot 

of 8001a1 principles.,L1i'e there w1l1 be re-express-

84 to a large extent whether the boy goes to the city 

• to beoome 8. great finanoier. a hobo. a man wi thout 

trade or home, or one who stays on the farm to 

walk in the narrow wayhls fathers trod. Who it to 

blame for the vast number of misplaoed men or 

women? Tbey, themselves, at least in many in­

stances had as little to do with it as the¥ bad 

in the qllestlon 101 existenoe. They were simpl,. 

shunted into some blind alley Job at an early 

age. The school should be the place for people 

to find themselves, to fit tbemselves for a bigger 

lite and to live while ther.e. 

!he greatest thing we can give to out pupils 

Is a new morallt~~hich will teaoh them more of life 

and its interrelationsbips. China bas had an over 

dose of religion. Western Europe and Unite4 states 

Dla1 reoover frOID misapplIed leal, but it w111 

take time. Go back: to fundamentals ;tr·uth. 

honest,. and virtue. L1ft a banner bearing a 

oode upon whioh all may agree. Then those 

wbo wnader from the oountry . home , w1l1 oarry 

their morality with them as somethlng to whioh 

the, may forever oling. 
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It we go ,}\' 1 th our average boy to the 01 ty 

under present' conditi .)na. vIe find him beooming 

a part time worke~ on poor pay. If he -ere to 

express h1D1SQlt. he' would probaolr say. U I sbould 

rather be 8 lamp po~t In Hew Yort City than 

farmer Jones. 11 Yet. he .1s nei the r a. sucoeS8 

nor doee he live a life of usefulnoss. With 

better sooinl 111'e in the ooantry would this 

·ohange? We believe the solution l1as in our 

eduoational system. 

We have trIed to express a few ideas. First 

eduoation will Inean freedom from rObbery. Taxation 

sbould be ba.sed on f":(Jul ty to pay. 1'ben tbere 

should be an eduoational system that seeks to 

d.iscover talent, give equal opportunity for 

education to all. and lastly provide a new 

moral <lode that tho boy or gIrl oan take wi til 

him wlthout fear of its being refuted by life's 

experienoe. 

Rduoatlon. Ita Effeot. 

The nation haa but reoently added to ita 

statu tea n ohild labor law. This. like pro­

hi tionlav/S and. 'n fact all law. depends upon 

1 ts enforoement for the r'~ali,zation of its 

fttll value. Then the supreme oourtof the 

Uni ted dtates up hold t he Adame law. giving 

railroad men hi,gher wages. .Mt~ny states are 

trying otlt.mlnlmum wage laws and variations 

£ .Li2$ Mtq 
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atAndardi •• hour. &a4 )i6y OD thQ 'u8sis of 

eap801ty fol'- WOJl& f\ll4 \he lt1D4 of rJOl"k to be 

In lOme stat •• &k111e4 inapeotore are do1D8 

8»]..D414 work U. ad3uatlng 41apntea anI Imltunl 

IIlftJl4e'r8taa41ags bet ... " employer end eaplo;yee. 

Standarle of thinking anA livtng are 

othez- oount:rl.. furrd.8h example. ot 

•• op.ratioa ana. teaoh us h1 pox-oel?' the value 

of ntual a14. Employer. 0&1"17 out .uo~e.8-

fu."17. aohemea for pro'll' .hering an4. '1orkmea 

ahow that they oan .oll$Otl.e~v aooampl1&h desir­

able results ill noarly all large 1:nduatr1ea. 

Working 48.jr8 are coming to be varied accor41.Ds 

to the kind of work. and tb.oro is a note4 

ten4cnoton tho part of an11;;htened fttr 01£~lit04 

hG848 ot in4ustT$ to, i;ive the skilled fIOr.K;.Ol'. a 

nearer approxlmat1on of the -value ~le ,Produce •• 

I~du.'Z7 18 doing aWflll with lts bail examplos, 

part17 becausG of l~w and partly 'becau'se of 800181 

oonAom.na t 101'1. 

more fully tma't their bualneea mean. to the ooc~mun1 tl 
• I 

8ocially. Peop_l. .• are beginning to feel .a they have 

Arbitration 

of quostions m.~v lH~.ome the rule. Some means. 

publl0 or pr1vate for the settlement of o:Jnt11ot­

ing interests, must corle ~8 e rosult of a. b:('oa4er 

edncation of m1.18ter and man. 
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Bere41't7 ..... EaYlroJUlent. 

The solution ')1 the problem as or1~1nallJ' 

etate.. 18 dependent UPOD the produotion of a 

better ra.e of meD, ph71~ioelly. lleDtal17 ..... 

mora117_ Without thll. no h1;;;her 3001al fabr18 

oaD result. for it 1s \'1O"'81l t:rOlltM tln'eacla oalled 

hu"u live8. It 18 oont1mlou8. though it 18 made 

of m:U:rleroua lr.t41Y1dual :t1}Jcra. Just as the qual-

1t,. of tho wool dote 'm1n(3s the grade ot oloth. 80 

tho ma30rlt7 of a ~lt110nsh1IJ OJ' l."athor of those 

"'''no oontrol it, ahape 1 ttl dast1r.;r. as a whole, and 

fiX the moral startdards of those who O;)lllpOSG 1t. 

Batione of to-4a7. no longer expose the weak-

, . UJA;i 

l1:ag 88 414 the BpartaDaot. 014. FAther theu 004e 

sayee the phJaloal17 .. 4eflo1en" ,-1BtJ. :lAe feeble minda" 

or 1mbeoile 18 oare4 tor 1D.atate :1natltut1:.rua &ad, 

at time., during l1te, Ter1 InrgelJ allows4 to prop­

agate hie ~ln4. . on the other ~~ . .utl, ile"~lJ· eveq ne­

tl0. of the olY111ze4 .ar14 18 tra1n1Iig its best 

apeolmon8 of manhood for 81au~hter. 

I 40 not fullF agroil with the b101o~lilt who de­

nies 1>hnt enTironr:Jent oaD ohen;J'8 the lnheri table ohar­

acter1 atios 'Of 1nd1Tld~1al.. For I think that e4~lcat10. 
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brain capncity to bo the portion of future gon­

entlons. liovorthelco8. I question the -"Gselh11. 

it,. of ito 

be1ngs. tll. produotion of UDflt b7 unfit an4 the 

destruotloD of the fit ~ the f1t_ ~., U8 rna~ 

baate to remed.v tho.e '.:teots "hioh an moat apparent. 

The Arr" Home. 

n. one Ina1Jltutlon .. 1eh haa be.n the baok 

bo.. of the Ar,raa people 18 the home. ·the home 

112 Amerloafaoe. some vltBl17 1raportantproblems. 

How oan the ml111ond.lyoroes be prevente4 from 

bel~i4f neoessA1T? Can tho birth of tuture 

. gC)Jleratlotin of irnlH)o110 ohildren he prevented? 

~auoatlon, ;r111 40 '(Juab to pr(':'V'cnt haa"7 

impulai?e .:.tnnln.gea. :.!~re st-tin::;ent laws -Wlll 

.14 in Ej.reventlti':; thou-;htlo8$ unloaa of . the unf1' 

and 41a8aae4. ll."'Uoh. n.t:lstbe done to teaoh yo'u.ng 

people tho meaa1ns 01 l1fo. In faot we. a natlon. 

aD4 the world 1ft gOBeral. boll j.UBO Morel 14eas 

regarding the passing on of the ~oroh of ute, 

then 414 our barbarouB anoe.to.a. GaD .e queatloa 

this in the llght of white ala". lnTe.tlgat1on8 

ana 41.01'0. oouri reoard., 

YO\\Dg people me.r~ to-4&7 to~ the Sake ot e 

enJoying the sexual embrnoe ani. wi til a well­

grounde! ftDl rooted 140ft of avo1ding nll result-

lng resporaelbl1iti ••• Pcs,tal authorlt,ioe forbid 

th~ olrculation of birth aotltrol literature. 
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result that n1'l!'11nnl '.perationa are provalent 111 

all or mos' all 01 iOs. to~a. Yl11agos. 8Dl 

hOm~}B throughout the land. Bear17 aU ma:rrled 

peopl,Q later ,1~,3s1ro ohildren but trequ.ontl1' .\)>>01'­

at10DS have ma4. thls 1mpo.~aible. and 4130)ntent. 

aa4 41vore. results. 

We lmO' go haole to funiPJ!lel1tsla. and the 

teaohing of the dootr1ne of tl~ ssore4ne.8 of 

~h •• ex-tuaotloD la,or ahou14 beba818 of all 

1111'8108. a .... n _, be ver, near t/O the 

.pl.1tual miu4e,. but the thousand. of unneeOS8-

arill' orlppled Rna. ,41s,oa •• ' oh.lldr~n are very Doar 

f)lao, and bear Glute teat1mQny, t,hf'" the religion of 

the 01Y111&04 ~r14 haa forgotten to emphasis. 

the Importelloe arJ4 41vln1,t;r in the transmission of 

the s<'uk of life down throU2$ otern1t7. 

For the e"ke of the ohild, hom€)s and 01 ties 

shQuld be cli:laned up_ The P(~n'u_ lJlstr1at 

rJaturnl17 ls one of the u,nhealthloet re:~;\lons 111 

tho "/101'14. 'but with solont1tlc men ;~n ob.~:rge. it 

beoame a mora healthful plaoe then m~ 1ntiu~}tr1al 

.enters in th, Uni tea. Statea. What 40GB thl. mean? 

It means that our 366 babies, out of • .,ory thousand that 

41. 'bf;lfore they are 0118 }lear 014.. in thea. intiurltrial 

lIIUliolpfl11 tie. are aaorl floes to m~H· •• l1 ani 

atup141ty. Ii meane that we, ae a peo~l.. 40 not 

know ho. to l1Te. For 1f we 41d \,e would establish 



better aanltar,v oO~dltlons. 

People '80ome parents and ~~en they beao •• 

p~rent8 thq ere elther physionlly f1 t or unfit. 

Amerioana .·re ~:::reat users of drugs. In£act our 

fJ1r'tH)ndl ture for ,iru'.~s 1s tenltlQ. 'l'he qUQstion 

tbo'ft nptl1l'al17 arises-V1hst ,'111 be the eftect UpOJl 

future gen~~~atlon8 of the 'u,nst1nted snd slaviSh 

ndict10D to so.oell~:tl med,lo1ncs? Oon it pOBsib17 

be other tr~n des'truot1vo? Its 1mmed1e.te af'root 

upon lnher1 table ollarac'tori ~3tioS;1ill not be a.s 

,rest a8 Ita w'ork asa oroator of environmont. 

Taken 6,:'1 a whole, the neOGo8ity. real or lmf.lg1oo17 

'Eor drur~s is a 4e'plorqlo thing for hutne.n1t7. 01 
pre.ent p..nd tutu-I-e goneratloA.; 

Dru ~a p nd nz.1Dlt 

the pure 't004 ant. drtlS. laws haTe ant w111 

People 

w111 8.t leaat come 1:.0 kilo" What they are taUn, 

into their s,stema. 

stron~ 4rink haa long been claDse4 S8 a 

n~ker 01 environment. 

Bolent1fl0 1-;'Testi·~tlon'lill 9:"1ow it to be a 

s:vmptom rather tb~,n a cauao 18 not 8~>p8rent. but 

tl'olDth,rnonttl eXllorl;;nce in lrt,\l"ostiGst1:nJj condi­

tions 1n l;ro,lbltlon nnd non-proh1blt,1on sta.teB, 

I beliove tho fJXtond.:;4 a.nd ro-onforoo<l laws 

against 11qol' ':1111 provide to 0. ~:;rat extent a 

better environment 1.Jl homes W!lere it 18 I!l)at 

",; £.KQ 



71. 

mel' mnk,e tho brutal honle 11te ot the Drunkard' a faml17 

• th1Dl of the past. 

The Ju:Lure. 

!h:(; ho,. or Mtlo .. 1~reatrut.B 18 not ",0 be 
-

fOUDa on tho tretnendoue Army nndna17 ".. l~ flOOD 

O·<f.'eate, 1"\'11t in th(~ bett.r1ng 'Jf home life. The 

signs of 9001.1 revolution throu;;;llout the wor14 

If it oo!nes it will lead to so01al pur-

1ty ant \'1111 return to rellg·.~ou.9 dootrines suitable for 

ths;!rese'f'fttlon of ,;;).10 li.fe. hefti tn. tLJQ. OIltJortun:1ty. 

Along ·-r1 t'h t '~'l'~ saloon and brothe.l 1,'t111 iJO tho QnQl~vj:;r 

of "~o,]on and ohJ.ldr'::n. ~h:o i}f1Y9ionlly unfit w111 f11:'ld 

lnall;v d1;JSakJcd flnd insane will bo sterilized or iBolated. 

Eyen the natlolUl of the world me;,,; learn to sottle thoir 

questions ~ltllout!"e8ortltag to 4estruo'1oa. 

Our _,,'ocstors, ere t':iose ''0 -reaobea. matur,i tJr, 

Oountloss 

pro~entor. of ours gave us T1ttue. oourage. a.n4 

th.,y left us better :~1t~n and "romen tor u.ntil recen1i years 

1n war:rare. 1;he weak perished while the strollg 

a!lrY1ved. Yet c~Jf1Gclolla soloot1on of 'U'!O tit to, 



::;;:'=--------

,. 

Tbe h\'l.maJl raoa has dO:uinlon ovor th.e uttormost 

:p~rt. of the earth. l4uoatloD and eonselous &ol •• "loJl 

.... ana •• , make us wort~ of ou~ high .positlon. 

• 
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